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with a view to acquir ing
exper t  sk il ls in the new
and emerging fields and
for  par t icipat ing in the
nat ion building process
with a neological as well

as a neocrat ic approach to
br inging our  count ry on
the wor ld map by also
developing appropr iate
technologies for  solving

the global problems
including peacelessness,
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pollut ion etc. through
rural as well as urban
ent repreneurship by

researching on ecology,
environment , disaster

management , sustainable
development , peace

studies, confl ict
resolut ion, technological

and medical sciences,
nursing, ger iat r ic care,
intellectual proper ty
r ights, human r ights,

remote sensing,
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health, futurology,

physiognomy, global
warming reduct ion,

sustainable agr iculture,
organic farming, hotel
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development , green
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health, public health,
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public relat ions etc.
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Obj ect i ves
To conduct  vocat i onal , job or i en ted
and employmen t  cen t r i c cou r ses at
Cer t i f i cate, Di ploma, Post  Gr aduate

Di ploma, Bachelor 's, Master 's,
Doctor al  and Post  Doctor al  levels i n

the new  and emer gi ng ar eas of
sci ence, t echnology, medi ci ne,
par amedi cal , legal , par alegal ,
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i n for mat i on  t echnology,
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Pr i or i t y and Focus
To pr epar e a competen t  cadr e of

young pr ofessi onals for  managi ng
al l  fact s for  t he t otal  developmen t
of  t he State of  Ar unachal  Pr adesh

I NDI RA GANDH I  TECH NOL OGI CAL  AND
M EDI CAL  SCI ENCES UNI VERSI TY, ZI RO
ARUNACH AL  PRADESH , I NDI A
H i st or y  and Or i gi ns
The history of the Indira Gandhi Technological
and Medical  Sciences Universi ty (IGTAMSU)
may be traced from the year  2002 when the great
insti tution builder  and thinker Dr. Pr iya Ranjan
Tr ivedi , President, Wor ld Inst i tut ion Bui lding
Pr ogr amme (WI BP) was mot i vat ed an d
encouraged by the then Pr ime Minister  Hon'ble
At al  Bi har i  Vajpayee i n t he year  2002 for
select ing the State of Arunachal Pradesh for
establ ishing a State level  Universi ty for  taking
care of the ter tiary educat ion needs of the North-
Eastern States in general  and of Arunachal
Pradesh in par t icular.

2001 : The then Pr ime Minister  of India Hon'ble Atal
Bihar i  Vajpayee and Dr. Pr iya Ranjan Tr ivedi  after
discussing the action plan for  Arunachal  Pradesh

Est abl i shment  and L egi sl at i on
Al though the ini t ial  developmental  work  got
ini t iated from the year  2002 after  the formal
invi tat ion was accorded to the WIBP President
Dr. Pr iya Ranjan Tr ivedi  by the then Governor
and the then Chief Minister  for  select ing the
si te and proposing the draft  of the legislat ion to
be passed from the Arunachal Pradesh State
Assembly, i t  t ook  almost  ten year s t i l l  t he
legislat ion t i t led “Indira Gandhi Technological
and Medical  Sciences Universi t y Act  2012” was passed from the State
Legislature (Act  6 of 2012). Since then di fferent  courses at  Cert i fi cate,
Diploma, Post  Graduate Diploma, Bachelor 's and Master 's levels are being
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2002 : Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi meeting the then Deputy Prime Minister of India
Hon'ble Shri L.K. Advani briefing him regarding the vast potential regarding

the overall development of Arunachal Pradesh

2002 : Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi with the then Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare Padmashree Dr. C.P. Thakur jointly announcing the master plan for the

North-Eastern Region with special reference to "Health for All"



conduct ed i n the special i sed areas of nursing, law, paramedical  sciences, management ,
engineer ing, informat ion technology, educat ion, social  sciences, appl ied sciences etc.

Accr edi t at i on
Created under the provisions of the Indira Gandhi Technological and Medical  Sciences University
Act  2012 (Act  6 of 2012) of the Government of Arunachal Pradesh, this universi ty is recognised
by the Universi ty Grants Commission (UGC) Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD),
Government of India. The School of Nursing establ ished by the Universi ty is also recognised by
the Indian Nursing Counci l .

Fut u r e Pr ogr ammes
The universi ty has also envisaged an act ion plan for  launching new programmes including
Bachelor  of Vocat ion (B.Voc.), Master  of Vocat ion (M.Voc.) besides Master  of Science (M.Sc.)
Degree by research and Doctor  of Phi losophy (Ph.D.) Degree by research.

The universi ty is of the view that  educat ion is the largest  single act ivi ty in the wor ld, involving
over  700 mi l l ion students and 31 mi l l ion teachers at  al l  levels, not  count ing mi l l ions of others in

The H on 'bl e Pr esi den t  of  I nd i a Sh r i  Ram Nath  Kovi nd r ecei vi ng the
f i r st  copy of  h i s Book  br ough t  ou t  by the I GTAMSU Team



educat ional  support  act ivi t ies. But  i ts importance stems not  merely from i ts size but  also from
its role as inst i tut ional ized knowledge - the pr incipal  reposi tory, producer, disseminator  and
transmission bel t  of al l  forms of knowledge.

The most signi ficant  feature of educat ion for  mother  ear th protect ion in the 21st century is not  so
much what the French cal l  l i  explosion scolaire (i  pupil  explosioni), but  the knowledge explosion,
which has expanded the catchment areas of learning so fast  that  i t  takes only a decade now for
the state of the ar t  in any field to become obsolete. Di fferent  modes of communicat ing for
advancement  of  knowledge are fast  changing and becoming more sophist icated. I n this
technological  era knowledge can be dispensed technological ly and electronical ly. Teachers and
formal school st ructures are becoming less important , and the convent ional  age l imits on the
learning process are becoming blurred.

As the human race prepares to venture into a new century, conversat ions and news repor ts are
peppered with references to our  fragi le and endangered planet. The ear th is five bi l l ion years
old, and over  the eons i t  has endured bombardment by meteors, abrupt  shi fts in i ts magnet ic
fields, dramat ic real ignment of i ts land masses, and the advance and retreat  of massive ice
mountains that  reshaped i ts sur face.

Li fe, too, has proved resi l ient : In the more than three and a hal f bi l l ion years fi rst  forms of l i fe
emerged, biological  species have come and gone, but  l i fe has persisted without interrupt ion. In
fact , no matter  what we humans do, i t  is unl ikely that  we could suppress the powerful  and
chemical  forces that  dr ive the ear th system. Al though we cannot completely disrupt  the ear th
system, we do affect  i t  signi ficant ly as we use energy and emit  pol lutants in our  quest  to provide
food, shel ter, and a host of other  products for the world’s growing population. We release chemicals
that  gnaw holes in the ozone shield that  protects us from harmful  ul t raviolet  radiat ion, and we
burn fuels that  emit  heat - t rapping gases that  bui ld up in the atmosphere. Our expanding
numbers over tax the agr icul tural  potent ial  of the land.

2014 : The Book titled "Narendra Modi : The Man India Needs" authored the Founder Chancellor
Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi being released by the Union Minister of State for Home Affairs,

Government of India : Hon'ble Mr. Kiren Rijiju at Leh Ladakh



Tropical forests that  are home for  mil l ions of biological  species are cleared for agriculture, grazing,
and logging. Raw mater ials are drawn from the ear th to stoke the engines of the growing wor ld
economy, and we treat  the atmosphere, land, and waters as receptacles for  the wastes generated
as we consume energy and goods in our  everyday l ives. Scient i fic evidence and theory indicate
that  as a resul t  of such act ivi t ies, the global environment is undergoing profound changes. In
essence, we are conduct ing an uncontrol led exper iment with the planet to the extent  that  we
have come to a point  of no return and we may face the disaster  any t ime.

Our courses have been design for  select ing accompl ished individuals, enabl ing them to guide
the human race l iving in a histor ic t ransi t ional  per iod of burgeoning awareness of the confl ict
between human activit ies and environmental  constraints, preparing to venture into a new century
and a new mi l lennium and to final ly help save the fragi le and endangered planet with the
natural  resources already over taxed.

The successful  students wi ll  help in developing a neological  and neocratic approach to governance
for  reducing the tol l  the wor ld ci t izenry have exacted in support ing dai ly l i fe and the ever
increasing problems on the ear th exer t ing profound pressures on the environment.

I f human society is to endure not  for  just  another  century but  for  thousands and thousands of
years, we need to learn a way of l i fe that  could be sustained by the Mother  Ear th. Human

2018 : Hon'ble Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh Mr. Pema Khandu receiving the Book
titled "Foreign Policies of Narendra Modi Government" from the Founder Chancellor

Dr. P R Trivedi, Chancellor Dr. Markandey Rai, Pro Chancellor Dr. Utkarsh Sharma and
Forensic AuditorMr. Vineet Chaturvedi in the official chamber of the Chief Minister



society must learn to control  populat ion size and develop more efficient  technologies that  produce
as l i t t le harmful  waste as possible. We must learn to rely on resources that  are renewable. A
society based on these ideas is called a sustainable society. We should long for  having a sustainable
wor ld so profoundly different  from the way we live which cannot be imagined without a strenuous
exercise of mind. L ike human body the Mother  Ear th has i ts organs that  adjust  to changes - in
cl imate, nutr ient  levels and other  aspects of the environment to maintain i ts stabi l i ty. Just  as
the human organism is made of t r i l l ions of cel ls and so is the wor ld organism; each of us is a cel l
of Gaia (Greek word for  Mother  Ear th).

Changing our  ways wi l l  be a colossal  task which may involve arduous work but  as an opt imist
we should view the third mi l lennium with a cleaner and greener mind and pledge to work on
new pol lut ion control  technologies as the answer to our  pol luted waters and skies by bet ter
t reat ing our  Mother  Ear th by not  to r ival  nature but  to cooperate with i t  and l ive in harmony.

As the human race has ventured to enter  the third mi l lennium, conversat ions and news repor ts
are peppered with references to our  fragi le and endangered planet. The ear th is five bi l l ion
years old, and over the eons it  has endured bombardment by meteors, abrupt shifts in its magnet ic
fields, dramat ic real ignment of i ts land masses, and the advance and retreat  of massive ice
mountains that  reshaped i ts sur face. L i fe, too, has proved resi l ient : In the more than three and
a hal f bi l l ion years fi rst  forms of l i fe emerged, biological  species have come and gone, but  l i fe has
persisted without interrupt ion. In fact , no matter  what we humans do, i t  is unl ikely that  we
could suppress the powerful  and chemical  forces that  dr ive the ear th system.

Although we cannot completely disrupt  the ear th system, we do affect  i t  signi ficant ly as we use
energy and emit  pol lutants in our  quest  to provide food, shel ter, and a host  of other  products for
the wor ld’s growing populat ion. We release chemicals that  gnaw holes in the ozone shield that

2018 : The Hon'ble Education Minister of Arunachal Pradesh Mr. Honchun Ngandam
receiving the Book on Divinity from the IGTAMSU Team Members at Itanagar



protects us from harmful  ul t raviolet  radiat ion, and we burn fuels that  emit  heat - t rapping
gases that  bui ld up in the atmosphere. Our expanding numbers overtax the agr icul tural  potent ial
of the land. Tropical  forests that  are home for  mi l l ions of biological  species are cleared for
agr icul ture, grazing, and logging. Raw mater ials are drawn from the ear th to stoke the engines
of the growing wor ld economy, and we treat  the atmosphere, land, and waters as receptacles for
the wastes generated as we consume energy and goods in our  everyday l ives. Scient i fic evidence
and theory indicate that  as a resul t  of such act ivi t ies, the global environment is undergoing
profound changes. In essence, we are conduct ing an uncontrol led exper iment with the planet to
the extent  that  we have come to a point  of no return and we may face the disaster  any t ime.

Publ i cat i ons Pr ogr amme
The university has brought out  more than 100 books on different  developmental subjects including
habitat , populat ion studies, eco-phi losophy, eco-tour ism, disaster  management, sustainable
development, peace studies, confl ict  resolut ion, environmental  sciences, disaster  management,
geoinformat ics, bioinformat ics, nursing, heal th, nutr i t ion etc.

I t  has also been proposed to br ing out  a comprehensive Book on Arunachal Pradesh t i t led
“Arunachal Pradesh : Past , Present and Future” running into more than 800 pages besides
distr ictwise profi le of each of the 23 Distr icts of Arunachal Pradesh.

Solu t i on  of  t he bur n i ng pr oblems of  t he St at e and t he Count r y
The universi ty has also prepared a vision document with a view to solving al l  problems of the
State and the Country by proposing changes in the developmental  systems as the same has
become obsolete or  needs immediate modificat ion. That is why the fol lowing exist ing systems
and the proposed systems are descr ibed below :

2018 : Hon'ble Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh Mr. Pema Khandu receiving the Book
titled "Buddhist Heritage of Ladakh" from Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi and Dr. Markandey Rai



The Indira Gandhi Technological  and Medical  Sciences Universi ty (IGTAMSU) after  analysing
the weaknesses in the present developmental  pol icies has great  pleasure in suggest ing the
fol lowing changes and modificat ions for  the overal l  development of India in general  and of
Arunachal Pradesh in par t icular  :

FOR OVERAL L  DEVEL OPM ENT OF YOUNG PEOPL E

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

IGTAMSU wants to bel ieve that  the key issues for  India’s young people are:

a) access to secure, affordable and appropr iate long term housing;

b) meaningful  work and a competency based wage system;

c) access to educat ion and t raining;

d) a clean and healthy environment;

e) access to diverse cul tural  and recreat ional  faci l i t ies;

f) access to rel iable and affordable t ransport ;

g) access to a l iving environment which is free from the threat  of physical  or  emot ional
abuse or  discr iminat ion of any k ind; and

h) access to health services which focus on the social , economic and environmental  factors
that  impact on the l ives of young people.

Informat ion about services avai lable to young people must be accessible and comprehensible.

We oppose al l  forms of ageism, and support  ini t iat ives to counter  this, including publ ic
educat ion and affi rmat ive act ion.

2018 : Hon'ble Home Minister of India Mr. Raj Nath Singh with President of Confederation of
Indian Universities (CIU) Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi and Director General of Indian Institute

of Governance and Leadership Mr. Himadrish Suwan at North Block, New Delhi



Youth interests must be included in publ ic pol icy decision-making, and this requires greater
input  from young people themselves.

Recognising that  young people have a posi t ive contr ibut ion to make to society, we support
representat ion from young people at  al l  levels of Government. Young people must not  only play
a central  role in formulat ing those pol icies which affect  them, but  they should be included more
widely in general  pol icy formulat ion.

1.2 Goal s

IGTAMSU wants to bel ieve that  we wi l l  :

a) faci l i tate processes which al low young people to express their  needs and aspirat ions at  al l
levels of Government, as wel l  as in their  own communit ies;

b) l isten to young people through regional ly based Youth Advisory Commit tees compr ising
representat ive groups of young people with a range of interests and ski l ls, who wi l l  meet
to discuss ideas, ini t iat ives and solut ions to problems, as wel l  as provide feedback and
advice on Government programmes. These Advisory Commit tees wi l l  have input  at  both
state and nat ional  levels, to assist  wi th greater  coordinat ion of nat ional , state and local
ini t iat ives;

c) support  the r ight  of people from the age of 16 years to vote and to hold publ ic office, in
recognit ion of the increasing awareness of and responsibi l i ty towards current  issues of
young people.

2018 : Hon'ble Vice President of India Mr. M. Venkaiah Naidu with with Dr. P R Trivedi



1.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

1.3.1 Unempl oyment

We wi ll  work towards the implementat ion of a national  employment strategy for  young people,
to be administered at  a local  level  wi th a focus on faci l i tat ing community development.

Local Employment Commit tees wi l l  be establ ished. They wi l l  provide vocat ional  t raining,
financial  support  and the development of job opportuni t ies which address needs within local
communit ies and promote green jobs.

We also support  greater  representat ion of young people on regional economic organisat ions
and gr eater  r ecogni t ion of communi t y-based or gani sat ions which wi l l  f inal l y gener at e
environment fr iendly and sustainable as wel l  as social ly useful  employment opportuni t ies.

Al l  labour  market  and t raining programmes must be developed in consultat ion with young
people and should not  be discr iminatory on any grounds, including age.

1.3.2 Educat i on

Our educat ion system must be able to provide the intel lectual  and social  ski l ls necessary for
confront ing the social  and environmental  problems now facing India. The ski l ls and knowledge
of indigenous as wel l  as non-indigenous ancestry and cul ture must be shared with our  young
people to give them an understanding of the basic solut ions to our  cul tural  cr isis.

We are commit ted to:

a) diverse and inclusive curr icula at  the school level ;

b) support ive school environments that  cater  for  social  and academic development and raise
sel f-esteem;

2018 : The Sarsanghchalak of Rashtriya Sawayamsevak Sangh (RSS) Dr. Mohan Bhagwat
releasing the Book on RSS jointly authored by Dr. P R Trivedi and Dr. Bipin Kumar



c) support  for  ear ly intervent ion programme;

d) more flexible pathways to employment and t raining;

e) increased emphasis on t raining in l i fe ski l ls;

f) ensur ing that  t raining programmes are relevant and accessible, and that  they are direct ly
connected to ongoing employment opportuni t ies; and

g) civic educat ion to enable greater  understanding of and par t icipat ion in al l  spheres of
Government.

1.3.3 You th  J ust i ce

The recognit ion of young people’s issues and needs is inadequate in India’s legal  system.
Young people often feel  regulated by the law but  without adequate access to and support  from
the l egal  system or  t hei r  legal  r i ght s. Young people should be protected fr om viol ence,
discr iminat ion and exploi tat ion.

We support :

a) immediately establ ishing a Chi ldren’s Bureau including a Commission for  Chi ldren as

2018 : Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi presenting the first copy of his Book on RSS to
Hon'ble Dr. Mohan Bhagwat, Sarsanghchalak of Rashtriya Sawayamsevak Sangh (RSS)



wel l  as a Chi ldren’s Ombudsperson; and

b) the development of a Children and Youth Justice Strategy which would include community
legal  educat ion and an advocacy programme for  young people.

1.3.4 H eal th

There are many ser ious health issues facing young people in India. Good health is closely
connected to l i festyle. Whi le young people should be encouraged to take responsibi l i ty for  their
own health, we recognise that  physical  and emot ional  wel lbeing is often compromised by
inadequate access to appropr iate housing, income suppor t , meaningful  work , creat ive or
recreat ional  opportuni t ies as wel l  as by degradat ion of the environment.

An integrated and hol ist ic approach to health pol icy is necessary.

Recognising the urgency of the problem, we support  the development of st rategies to deal
with youth suicide and mental  heal th problems among young people.

We also support  increased HIV/AIDS educat ion and more prevent ive programme targeted to
young people with eat ing disorders.

1.3.5 H ousi ng

The number of homeless youth in India is increasing and project ions suggest  this si tuat ion
wi l l  worsen in the future. Adequate housing and especial ly secure long term housing are
fundamental  to young people working towards their  chosen l i festyle.

We support  faci l i tat ion of community housing and housing cooperat ives in urban areas as a
means to servicing the young homeless.

We support  co-housing and al l  other  forms of mult iple occupancy.

2018 : The Union Minister in the PMO and in charge of the Ministry of Development of
North-Eastern Region (DoNER) Dr. Jitendra Singh releasing the Book titled

"Challenges of 21st Century" authored by Dr. Markandey Rai



Young people should be involved in the planning and development of housing appropr iate to
their  needs.

1.3.6 The Envi r onment

Young people have a clear  interest  and concern in the wel lbeing of the planet. Respect  for  the
environment is essent ial  to the secur i ty and wel lbeing of future generat ions.

We support  community-based employment, housing and cul tural  act ivi t ies which increase
the qual i ty of l i fe and empower young people without consuming vast  amounts of resources and
generat ing excessive waste.

We encourage Hovernment support  and faci l i tat ion of innovat ive environmental  projects
including urbanised community farms as wel l  as gardens, al ternat ive housing construct ion,
design, energy conservat ion and al ternat ive energy generat ion, recycling and secondary resource
management.

POL I CI ES FOR OL DER PEOPL E

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

In recent years, pol i t ical  par t ies have been pr imar i ly concerned with economic indicators of
value. They have devoted scant interest  to qual i ty of l i fe issues. When the value of people is
measured by their  productive capaci ty inside the market place, older  people tend to be disregarded,
considered only when their  votes are needed at  elect ion t ime.

We consider  i t  fundamental  that  older  people be accorded the same considerat ion and respect
as everyone else. The exper iences, ski l ls, wisdom and memor ies of older  people are assets for  the
whole community. We oppose all  forms of ageism, and support  ini t iatives to counter  this, including

2018 : The 2nd Edition of the Book on RSS authored by Dr. P R Trivedi being released
by Hon'ble Mr. Prakash Javadekar, Union Minister of Human Resource Development



publ ic educat ion and affi rmat ive act ion.

2.2 Goal s

We aim to give older  people control  over  their  own social  si tuat ion, enabl ing them to real ise
their  potent ial  as ful ly par t icipat ing members of society.

This means that  they should have the power to take par t  in designing the inst i tut ions that
wi l l  affect  their  wel l -being.

The exercise of choice to determine how to l ive, and what kind of care is needed, is as important
for  older  people as for  everyone else.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We are working towards:

a) promot ing a support ive environment for  older  people;

b) giving everybody the r ight  of ear ly ret i rement;

c) ensur ing that  the r ight  to work is not  governed by age;

d) adequate health services;

e) ensur ing that  older  people have access to a range of sui table accommodat ion including
qual i ty publ ic sector  housing;

f) personal care for  al l  older  people;

g) providing sufficient  home and inst i tut ional  care so that  older  people who need assistance
can be assured of l iving out  their  l ives in comfor table and digni fied surroundings that  are
appropr iate to their  individual  condit ions and capaci t ies;

h) easing the problems of t ransport  for  older  people;

2014 : Hon'ble Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Mr. Jual Oram releasing the Book
titled "Tribal Welfare and Development" authored by Dr. P R Trivedi



POL I CI ES FOR TH E DEVEL OPM ENT OF WOM EN

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

We are commit ted to the fol lowing:

a) the protect ion of women’s r ights to equal respect , opportuni ty and responsibi l i ty in society;

b) basing pol icies on ensur ing equal  access by women to al l  areas of pol i t i cal , social ,
intel lectual  and economic endeavour;

c) increased and equitable par t icipat ion by women in al l  decision-making processes;

d) infrastructure changes to protect women from inequality, exploitation, pover ty and violence;
and to enable them to reach their  ful l  potent ial ;

e) the r ight  of women to make informed choices about their  l ives - l i festyle, sexual ident i ty,
health, whether  to bear  chi ldren, their  reproduct ive process, etc. Discr iminatory laws
against  women must be repealed. Women and men should be able to choose whether  they
part icipate in the areas of paid work and/or  domest ic responsibi l i ty.

f) women having equal access to al l  forms of educat ion and t raining.

3.1.1 Women and Vi ol ence

All  women have a r ight  to safety at  home, on the street  and in the workplace, but  violence
against women is not only a women’s problem. Breaking the cycle of domest ic violence in particular
is a societal  problem and the provision of shel ter  and refuge should be considered only a shor t-
term solut ion. Any act  of violence should be condemned publ icly and pr ivately as unacceptable.
Our long-term object ive is to create an environment of nonviolence, and to provide care and
protect ion for  vict ims in the inter im.

2018 : Hon'ble Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of State in the PMO and in the Ministry
of the Development of North-Eastern Region (DoNER) releasing the Book titled

"Foreign Policies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi"  jointly authored by
Founder Chancellor Dr. P R Trivedi and Chancellor Dr. Markandey Rai



3.1.2 Women and Por nogr aphy

We oppose the product ion, per formance, display and distr ibut ion of pornographic mater ial
which depicts women and chi ldren as sui table objects for  violence and sexual exploi tat ion.

3.1.3 Women and Educat i on

We seek to ensure educat ional  exper ience and outcomes for  gir ls and women that  enable ful l
and equal par t icipat ion in al l  aspects of economic and social  l i fe.

3.1.4 Women and the Envi r onment

The environmental  decision-making process has, to date, largely excluded women.

Some environmental  planning and decision-making needs to be decentral ised and devolved
to local  communit ies in such a way that  the concerns of al l  people are heard.

The domest ic sector  and those industr ies where women predominate should have equal
representat ion in environmental  planning and decision-making.

3.1.5 Women and the Ar ts

We support  greater  recognit ion of women’s contr ibut ion to ar ts and acknowledge the role of
women in shaping and represent ing cul tural  norms.

We wi l l work towards ensuring that  the views of women are represented, for  example, through
such avenues as representat ion of women on Ar ts Advisory Boards.

3.1.6 Women and Spor t

We support equal access for women and men to recreation facil it ies, coaching, sports educat ion,
compet i t ion, media coverage and funding. The need for  programme which encourage gir ls to
cont inue spor t ing and recreat ional  pursui ts beyond ear ly secondary school ing is a pr ior i ty.

2018 : Hon'ble Mr. Suresh Prabhu, Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Government
of India releasing the Book titled "Foreign Policies of Prime Minister Narendra Modi"

 jointly authored by Founder Chancellor Dr. P R Trivedi and Chancellor Dr. Markandey Rai



3.2 Goal s

3.2.1 Pol i t i ca l  and Publ i c Par t i ci pat i on

We wi l l  work towards:

a) ensur ing that  any reform is consistent  wi th India’s commitment to the UN Convent ion on
the El iminat ion of al l  forms of Discr iminat ion Against  Women (UN-CEDAW);

b) ensur ing equal representat ion of women in decision-making processes in the organisations
of at  al l  levels, local , state and nat ional ; and

c) ensur ing that  al l  publ ic boards and commit tees wi l l  have a statutory requirement for
equal representat ion of women and men.

3.2.2 Women and Vi ol ence

We wi l l  work towards:

a) a review of al l  relevant laws which have bear ing on violence against  women, t reatment of
vict ims and perpetrators; and

b) ensur ing women’s access to safe and secure accommodat ion through a comprehensive
housing pol icy and the provision of adequate emergency housing.

3.2.3 Women and Por nogr aphy

We wi l l  work towards promot ing the use of legal  complaints procedures and processes.

2018 : The CD titled "Foreign Policies of Narendra Modi Government" being presented to
the Director of Higher and Technical Education Government of Arunachal Pradesh

Dr. Tayek Talom by the Founder Chancellor Dr. P R Trivedi and the present
Chancellor Mr. Markandey Rai at Itanagar



3.2.4 Women and H eal th

We wi l l  work towards:

a) ensur ing research and development funds are al located both to women researchers and
into women’s health problems;

b) ensur ing changes to the educat ion of heal th providers with regard to women’s health
issues;

c) improving women’s access to informat ion regarding their  health in order that  appropr iate
personal decisions can be made;

d) prevent ive health strategies target ing women and gir ls, including those which reduce
the incidence of smoking amongst females;

e) providing strategies for  more women medical  pract i t ioners to enter  those special isat ions
where women are current ly under-represented.

3.2.5 Women and the Wor k for ce

We wi l l  work towards:

a) ensur ing equal opportuni t ies for  people employed in the paid work force with fami ly
responsibi l i t ies;

b) ensur ing the provision of adequate chi ld care faci l i t ies in the workplace;

c) encouraging flexible working condit ions to enable workers with fami ly responsibi l i t ies
(eg. parents minding young chi ldren, and adult  chi ldren minding ageing parents) to ful ly
par t icipate in the workforce, and avai l  themselves of opportuni t ies equal ly with those
who do not  have those responsibi l i t ies;

2018 : The Hon'ble Finance Minister of India Shri Arun Jaitley receiving a copy of the
Book on Lal Bahadur Shastri from the Author Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi



d) providing centres for  cont inuing educat ion and t raining for  workers, including t raining
and promot ion opportuni t ies for  par t-t ime and temporary workers;

e) taking steps to faci l i tate re-entry, wi thout loss of occupat ional  status, of people who leave
the workforce for  parental  leave or  fami ly responsibi l i t ies leave;

f) ensur ing changes brought about  by strategies relat ing to the el iminat ion of sexual
discr iminat ion wi l l  not  place undue and unequal responsibi l i ty upon women and add to
women’s workload;

g) ensur ing that  award restructur ing includes the speci fic aim of upgrading and broadening
the low-paid, low-status posi t ions that  have t radi t ional ly been work for  a major i ty of
women, par t icular ly migrant  women; and

h) ensur ing that  women enjoy the ful l  benefi ts of enterpr ise bargaining ar rangements,
par t icular ly in the t radi t ional  work areas such as the service industry, where there is low
union representat ion.

3.2.6 Women and Educat i on
We wi l l  work towards:
a) ensur ing that  a Nat ional  Pol icy for the Educat ion of Girls in Indian Schools is implemented

at all  levels, unt il  nat ional indicators on educat ion outcomes are relat ively equal for women
and men;

b) the el iminat ion of gender-based harassment in school and educat ional  inst i tut ions and
the establ ishment of Equal Opportunity offices to assess and consult about the effect iveness
of programme and pol icies to achieve this;

c) ensur ing that  teacher t raining for  new and cont inuing teachers cr i t ical ly examines the
patterns of sex role stereotyping that  occur  in our  society;

2018 : Dr. Mridula Saikia Khanikor receiving her Appointment Letter as the Vice Chancellor
of IGTAMSU from Founder Chancellor Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi and the present Chancellor

Dr. Markandey Rai in the presence of Dr. H.N. Khanikor at Ziro



d) cont inuing Terr i tory / State / Central  programme to promote gir ls’ and women’s greater
par t icipat ion in access to school, and universi ty educat ion, especial ly in science and
technology discipl ines;

e) promot ing pol icies to achieve a higher  retent ion rate of women at  higher  degree level  in
universi t ies; and

f) promoting policies to encourage a higher representation of women academics in al l facul t ies
of universi t ies, and a higher  propor t ion of women in senior  academic posi t ions.

3.2.7 Women and the L aw

We wi l l  work towards:

a) remedying exist ing discr iminat ion by ensur ing a higher  representat ion of women on
legislat ive and judicial  bodies;

b) examining ways women could be encouraged to enter  pr ivate pract ice and the bar ;

c) encouraging women to enter  al l  areas of the legal  profession,

d) reviewing al l  laws which have a bear ing on violence against  women;

e) developing fur ther opt ions for  the protect ion of vict ims, and for the naming of perpetrators;

f) addressing the myth of ‘vict im-blaming’ by promot ing change in societal  at t i tudes to
violence;

g) removing sexist  language from exist ing laws, and ensure future legislat ion is non-sexist
and does not  assume assignment of roles according to sex;

h) repeal ing laws relat ing to sex work.

2018 : The Vice Chancellor of Rajiv Gandhi University, Itanagar, Dr. Saket Kushwaha
being felicitated at IGTAMSU by Founder Chancellor Dr. Priya Ranjan Trivedi and

the present Chancellor Dr. Markandey Rai in the presence of Governing Body Member
and the State Government's Representative Shri Padi Richo at Ziro



3.2.8 Women and the Envi r onment

We wi l l  work towards:

a) implement ing strategies and programmes to ensure that  al l  environmental  assessments
include considerat ion of impact on health, community and women; and

b) implement ing strategies to ensure that  women’s needs and advice are considered in the
area of urban planning.

3.2.9 Women and Spor t

We wi l l  work towards:

a) developing monitoring strategies for  equal opportunity and anti -discr iminat ion principles
to be appl ied to the administrat ion of al l  spor t ing organisat ions; and

b) ensur ing al locat ion of funding and awards wi l l  not  be discr iminatory and wi l l  al low equal
opportuni ty for  women.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

3.3.1 Pol i t i ca l  and Publ i c Par t i ci pat i on

We wi l l  work towards developing programmes and strategies to provide women with the
ski l ls to be effect ive candidates and members of par l iament and to act ively promote women to
stand as candidates for  elect ion.

3.3.2 Women and Vi ol ence

We wi l l  work towards:

a) establ ishing a nat ional  enquiry into sexual assault  and uni form sexual assault  laws.
Speci f i cal l y, t he Par t y want  r ecogni t i on of  sexual  assaul t  wi t h i n mar r i age and
relat ionships;

b) providing educat ion from ear ly pr imary school level  on non-violent  confl ict  resolut ion;
c) addressing the health effects, both physical  and emot ional , of violence against  women,

through adequately funded, appropr iate health and educat ion programme;
d) using publ ici ty and educat ional  campaigns to br ing about a change in the way violence is

viewed in our  society, which includes a strategy to educate men that  violence against
women is a cr ime;

e) expanding cr isis services for  women, with and without chi ldren. These include refuges,
and services in areas such as rape cr isis, abor tion counsel ling, incest and domest ic violence.
Special  provision needs to be made for  geographical ly remote locat ions.

3.3.3 Women and Por nogr aphy

We wi l l  work towards:

a) extending classi ficat ion systems to include video games, l ive per formances and other
leisure technologies;

b) strengthening regulat ion on the display of advert ising of mater ial  which includes violence
against  and sexual exploi tat ion of women and chi ldren;

c) inst i tut ing an educat ion programme to encourage cr i t ical  examinat ion of the role that
the enter tainment industry and the media play in the por trayal  of women and chi ldren
as vict ims of violent  and sexual exploi tat ion;

3.3.4 Women and H eal th

We wi l l  work towards:
a) ensur ing access to safe contracept ion on demand for  all  women, and information on options

avai lable;



b) ensur ing that  women have a choice of where and how to give bir th and informat ion on
avai lable opt ions;

c) repeal ing al l  laws which restr ict  the r ight  of women to choose abor t ion and which restr ict
access to services; and

d) ensur ing access to legal, affordable, humane and safe abor tion for  all  women, and provision
of counsel l ing pre and post-terminat ion.

3.3.5 Women and the Wor k for ce

We wi l l  work towards:

a) ensur ing that  apprent iceships and t raining programmes have posi t ive discr iminat ion
towards women to ensure that  opportunit ies are not denied to women because of inaccurate
evaluat ion of women’s abi l i ty;

b) giving the provision of materni ty and paterni ty leave equal status in order  to encourage
the shar ing of the parent ing roles and equal i ty of gender in the workplace;

c) undertaking programmes to raise awareness on issues of gender equity in the workplace
and in educat ion;

d) ensur i ng t hat  women have access t o adequat e r et i r ement  i ncome, i ncl udi ng
superannuat ion; and

e) ensur ing cont inuat ion of superannuat ion dur ing parental  leave.

3.3.6 Women and Educat i on

We wi l l  work towards:

a) providing adequate funding for  the support  st ructures and the support personnel necessary
to implement nat ional  pol icy;

b) ensur ing that  affi rmat ive act ion is pract ised in schools to overcome the at t i tudes inherent
in our  society that  resul t  in di fferent  expectat ions for  gir ls and boys. Such act ion would
include changing school curr icula and increasing gir ls’ par t icipat ion in areas of maths,
science, technology and t rades;

c) the appl icat ion of affi rmat ive act ion to increase the number of women in senior, pol icy
and decision-making posi t ions in educat ional  systems;

d) providing br idging courses for  women to faci l i tate their  entry into the formal educat ion
arena;

e) expanding women’s par ticipation in science and technology to ensure that the introduct ion
of new technology does not  fur ther  the advantage of men; and

f) increasing women’s access to t raining and educat ion in the use and understanding of
computers and computer  technology.

3.3.7 Women and the L aw

We wi l l  work towards:

a) applying affi rmat ive act ion to ensure that  more women hold senior  level  posi t ions within
the Publ ic Service departments responsible for  pol icy, administrat ion and enforcement of
the law;

b) applying affirmat ive action to ensure that  more women hold senior  facul ty posi t ions within
Schools of Law;

c) strengthening laws which prohibi t  por t rayal  of women or  chi ldren as objects of violence
or sexual exploi tat ion; and

3.3.8 Women and the Envi r onment

We wi l l  work towards:



a) ensur ing equal and propor t ionate representat ion of women on environmental  decision-
making bodies; and

b) applying affi rmat ive act ion pr inciples to ensure women are able to par t icipate at  al l  levels
of planning, implementat ion and assessment of environmental  pol icy.

3.3.9 Women and Spor t

We wi l l  work towards:

a) providing publ ic educat ion to raise awareness of women’s r ights to equal recreat ion and
the importance of this; and

b) providing publ ic educat ion to change at t i tudes towards women in spor t .

POL I CI ES FOR H EALTH

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We bel ieve that  good health is dependent upon:

a) the environmental , social , pol i t ical , economic, cul tural  and spir i tual  context  of l i fe;

b) protect ion of the biosphere and Earth’s ecosystem, and ecological  sustainabi l i ty;

c) peace and nuclear  di sarmament , freedom from war, f reedom from violence in the
community and in the home;

d) social  just ice and community par t icipat ion in decision-making;

e) the provision of equal access to affordable, appropr iate health services, which emphasise
care as wel l  as cure;

f) an emphasis on communi ty-based and communi ty-cont rol led pr imary heal th care,
avai lable from a comprehensive range of service providers;

g) the placement of greater  emphasis on health promot ion, disease prevention and education
for  opt imum health;

h) research which encompasses t radi t ional  and al ternat ive/ complementary t reatment
modal i t ies;

i ) an intersectoral  approach to pol icy-mak ing wi th health-outcomes cr i ter ia affect ing
decisions made across a range of por t fol ios, such as t ransport , housing, environmental
protect ion, employment, local  community services and educat ion;

j) the avai labi l i ty of a universal  heal th fund cover ing not  only medical  and hospital , but
including the ful l  range of appropr iate health services and also including dental  and
nursing services; and

k) for ms of  t r eat ment  whi ch have been developed i n an et h i cal  f r amewor k  whi ch
acknowledges t rue environ-mental  and social  cost /benefi ts.

1.2 Goal s

Our aim to:

a) develop and implement a nat ional  environmental  health strategy which supports a publ ic
health approach to health enhancement, and ident i fies clear  nat ional  heal th pr ior i t ies;

b) reduce high hospital  admission rates by re-or ient ing health service provisions to a publ ic
heal th focus which is prevent ive, and to a pr imary care approach concerned wi th
maintenance of opt imum health status;

c) phase out  the use of animals for  medical  research;

d) inst igate a par l iamentary inquiry into iatrogenic deaths in hospital ;

e) develop, wi t h widespr ead communi t y consul t at i on, a H eal t h Bi l l  of  Right s and
Responsibi l i t ies;



f) ensure that  India ful fi ls internat ional  obl igat ions to address environmental  issues which
impact on health;

g) ban the use of hormones and drugs on farm animals, other  than those medicat ions which
are therapeut ic and individual ly prescr ibed by veter inar ians;

h) restr ict  the use of chemical  food addit ives and the pract ice of i r radiat ing food;

i ) consider  the effects of fluor idat ion of dr inking water ;

j) expand the network of mult i -discipl inary community health centres which wi l l  provide a
range of t reatment opt ions, wi th community-based control  of resource al locat ion;

k) expand the avai labil ity of bir thing centres, where midwives provide pr imary management;

l ) expand the avai labi l i ty of mobi le women’s health centres in remote and rural  areas;

m) ini t iate programme aimed at  reducing suicide rates, par t icular ly among young people
and people in rural  areas;

n) reintroduce dental  care as a service claimable under Medicare.

1.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We support :

a) the maintaining of Medicare;

b) an increase in the Medicare levy on the basis that  such funds (i .e. those der ived from the
increase) be directed speci fical ly to pr imary and publ ic health care (i .e. to maintenance of
opt imum health) rather  than to react ive disease management intervent ions;

c) the proposal that  al l  pharmaceut ical  drugs be sold under their  gener ic name as wel l  as
under their  commercial  one and that  the gener ic name appear in al l  adver t ising for  a
par t icular  drug;

d) the implementat ion of legislat ion whereby Medicare rebates are avai lable across a wider
range of therapeut ic intervent ions;

e) the development and implementat ion of social  pol icies to address the widespread over-
use of medicat ions.

POL I CI ES FOR I M PROVI NG TH E STATE OF
EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

We support :

a) a vision of educat ion as a l i fe-long process of intel lectual , physical , emot ional , ethical  and
cultural development, taking place in a var iety of formal and informal set t ings, and aimed
at empower ing people to l ive purposeful , sat isfying l ives, to help develop communit ies
that  are peaceful , just  and ecological ly sustainable, and to extend that  ethical commitment
to the other  peoples of the wor ld. L i felong educat ion can enable al l  ci t izens to make a
l i felong construct ive and creat ive social  contr ibut ion;

b) a vision of l i felong educat ion, wi thin which each person may be cal led on to become a
teacher shar ing ski l ls, knowledge and insights with others;

c) the r ight of all  people to have access to educat ional  exper iences appropr iate to their  needs,
abi l i t ies and aspirat ions, and to adequate financial  support  whi le undertaking formal
educat ional  programme;

d) the r ight  of al l  chi ldren to an educat ion;

e) the r ight  of al l  people who are commit ted to home-school ing to choose to educate their
chi ldren at  home;

f) major  programme to create jobs, and the development of a rat ional  approach to workforce



planning at  the nat ional  level , so that  al l  people may par t icipate in social ly useful  and
sat isfying forms of work;

g) the maintenance and strengthening of a qual i ty publ ic school ing sector ;

h) the r ight  of parents and ci t izens organisat ions, community groups and academic and
student unions to play a signi ficant  role in set t ing direct ions, pr ior i t ies, curr icula and the
running of the publ ic educat ion system. This wi l l  assist  the development of an educat ion
system appropr iate to a mult icul tural  India, which places more value on a sense of
community and enr iching personal relat ionships than on mot ives of competi t ion and profi t
which present ly permeate our  society; and

i) the important  roles played by professional associat ions, pr ivate providers, community
groups and business in providing educat ional  opportuni t ies.

Recognising that  in a technological  society, empowerment of the individual  rel ies on his/her
abi l i ty to effect ively use communicat ion technology and informat ion systems, we wi l l  support
educat ion pol icies to enhance the oppor tuni ty for  al l  I ndians to become scient i fi cal l y and
technological ly l i terate.

2.2 Goal s

2.2.1 Gener al

We wi l l  work to:

a) provide a qual i ty publ ic educat ion system with guaranteed access for  al l ;

b) develop a nat ional  work-force planning capaci ty based on sound research, and reflect ing
national  industry and employment objectives which are bui lt on the fundamental  pr inciples
of social  just ice, sustainabi l i ty and increasing nat ional  sel f-rel iance;

c) develop li felong educat ion and t raining opt ions which enable people to change occupat ions
as they mature and grow older ;

d) provide addit ional  incent ives and provision for  a cont inuous cycle of in-service t raining
for  teachers at  al l  levels of educat ion, including ter t iary teaching;

e) develop the associat ionist pr inciple, leading over  t ime to a diminution in the role, author ity
and scale of central ised educat ional  bureaucracies, and an increased level  of democrat ic
and responsible community involvement and author ity in sett ing the educational object ives
and curr iculum content  of our  schools; and

f) increase emphasis in educat ion on such aspects as:

• understanding human relat ionships and psychological  processes,

• physical  and emot ional  heal th and wel l -being,

• digni ty and sel f esteem,

• the development of an ethical  commitment and of car ing at t i tudes to other  people and
to the planet,

• the importance of cooperat ion and social  benefi t  rather  than compet i t ion and profi ts as
social  goals,

• a sense of responsibi l i ty for  the wel l -being of future generat ions, and

• adaptabi l i ty and flexibi l i ty.

2.2.2 Ter t i ar y School i ng

We wi l l  work to:

a) implement a pol icy of free ter t iary educat ion;

b) extend access to ter t iary educat ion through development of more decentral ised campuses,
through the use of distance del ivery modes and through open access programmes;



c) conduct  environmental  audi ts and environmental  development plans in al l  ter t iary
inst i tut ions; and

d) encourage al l  ter t iary inst i tut ions to include environmental  programmes among their
courses.

2.2.3 Pr i mar y and Secondar y School i ng

We wi l l  work to:

a) review the current  Nat ional  Statements in the key learning areas to ensure that :

• t her e i s a balanced concer n i n school  cur r i cul a for  al l  dimensions of  human
development— intel lectual , physical , emot ional , ethical  and cul tural ;

• there is a balance between such emphases as personal  development , intel lectual
understanding, technical  and technological  competence, vocat ional  ski l ls and learning
for  democrat ic ci t izenship;

• cr i t ical  perspect ives and processes are integral  to al l  areas of the curr iculum in schools;

• there is emphasis on global interdependence;

• al l  curr iculum areas reflect  a commitment to the development of a more peaceful , just ,
democrat ic and ecological ly sustainable wor ld for  al l  people; and

b) increase democrat ic par t icipat ion in the decision-making processes within schools and
within home-based and community-based educat ional  set t ings;

c) guarantee the r ight  of al l  chi ldren to educat ion which promotes freedom of thought;

d) guarantee the r ight  of parents to choose to educate their  chi ldren at  home or  in other
set t ings without being bound by compulsory registrat ion, provided they can demonstrate
a commitment to ensur ing a balanced educat ion for  their  chi ldren; and

e) encourage the development of local , community-based and democratically controlled public
schools, thr ough provi sion of capi t al  and r ecur r ent  funding to such schools on a
demonstrated needs basis, provided those schools reflect  the pr inciples of the nat ional
educat ion pol icy.

2.2.4 Eth i cal  Commi tment  to other  Peopl es of  the Wor l d

We wi l l  work to:

a) extend the funding avai lable through internat ional  organisat ion for  educat ional  projects
aimed at enhancing internat ional cooperat ion and under-standing, and at  promoting social
just ice and sustainabi l i t y wi thin communi t ies and count r ies overseas through the
uncondit ional  funding of projects devised by and for  the people of those communit ies and
countr ies;

b) ensure that  educat ional  l inks with other societ ies, through such appropr iate development
means as t raining schemes, exchanges, admission of overseas students, development
projects and consultancies, are character ised by just ice, equi ty and cul tural  sensi t ivi ty;

c) develop educat ional  mater ial  and methods for  future-vision bui lding; and

d) provide increased financial  support  for  the act ivi t ies of Development Educat ion Centres.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

2.3.1 Gener al

We wi l l  work to:

a) al locate increased resources to al l  levels of formal educat ion, but  wi th par t icular  at tent ion
to support ing the renovat ion of the pr imary sector ;

b) extend Open Learning opportuni t ies so that  people of var ious ages in al l  locat ions may



have access to qual i ty educat ional  programmes of formal and informal study;

c) retain appropr iate central ised condi t ions of employment for  teachers, including the
pr inciple of tenure;

d) extend funding and other  support  to community groups, non-government organisat ions,
business, pr i vate providers and other s offer ing appr opr iate communi ty educat ion
programmes and faci l i t ies, including those cater ing for  interest  areas and segments of
the populat ion not  catered for  by convent ional  and formal educat ional  provision;

e) provide addit ional  funding for  students who are physical ly and/or  intel lectual ly disabled,
or  who are disadvantaged by locat ion and/or  distance.

2.3.2 Ter t i ar y School i ng

We wi l l :

a) work to increase democrat ic part icipat ion in the decision-making processes within tert iary
inst i tut ions;

b) al low the col lect ion of fees from students for  amenit ies and services, provided any fees
col lected are under the democrat ic control  of the student body.

2.3.3 Pr i mar y and Secondar y School i ng

We wi l l  support  a review of the Profi les developed in each area of the Nat ional  Curr iculum to
ensure that  they reflect  the intent ions of the Nat ional  Statements, are support ive of sound
educat ional  pr inciples, and are not  used to promote an unwarranted technical , vocat ional ly-
dr iven not ion of educat ional  at tainment.

2.3.4 Peopl e Requ i r i ng Speci a l  Consi der at i on

We consider  that  the fol lowing groups of people should receive special  considerat ion:

• people in remote areas; and

• people from economical ly disadvantaged backgrounds.

We wi l l  work to:

a) raise awareness within the community of the educat ional  needs of these special  groups;
b) guarantee equity of access as wel l  as par t icipat ion in appropr iate curr icula;
c) establ ish and maintain conducive as wel l  as educat ional  environments;
d) guarantee equitable resource al locat ion;
e) provide special ist  support  services; and
f) act ively encourage such special ists to take up teaching and other  posi t ions wi thin

educat ional  inst i tut ions.

2.3.5 Educat i on  for  Sustai nabi l i t y

We wi l l  work to:

a) develop a nat ional  st rategy for  environmental  educat ion which addresses the complete
range of environmental  educat ion in the formal and informal educat ion sectors, wi th
some emphasis on local ly based act ion;

b) encourage Indian industry to ensure that  i ts vocat ional  pract ices are environmental ly
sound, and that  vocat ional  t raining (and other  educat ion) are to wor ld best  pract ice
standards and to the best  avai lable environmental  standards (which may be in advance
of exist ing wor ld best  pract ice); and

c) provide support  for  schools which develop organi-sat ional  pract ices to minimise their
envi ronmental  impacts (for  example, energy use), and ensure that  maintenance and
refurbishment of infrastructure is environmental ly sound.



H OUSI NG POL I CY FOR ONE AND AL L

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

We wi l l  support  ini t iat ives which ensure that :

a) new urban developments are environmental ly sound, respect  human scale and faci l i tate
community interact ion; and

b) the community is able to par t icipate ful ly in urban planning and in the assessment of
development proposals.

3.2 Goal s

We wi l l  work to:

a) ensure that  people unable to provide for  their  own housing are given assistance to do so
by the Government;

b) el iminate housing-related pover ty by increased provision of publ ic housing;

c) increase tenant par t icipat ion in decisions about services to be provided;

d) review bui lding codes so that  houses are constructed in accordance with energy efficient
design cr i ter ia and so that  bui lding mater ials are selected for  their  low environmental
impact;

e) regulate the mater ials used by the bui lding industry so that  the environment is protected
from both over-exploi tat ion and toxic processes;

f) encourage the development of urban vi l lages in consultat ion with local  communit ies to
al low people to l ive in ecological ly and social ly sat isfying ways within ci t ies; and

h) ensure that  the faci l i t ies that  promote healthy communit ies (recreat ional , cul tural  and
social  amenit ies) receive pr ior i ty in town planning.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

3.3.1 Gener al  Pl ann i ng

We propose that :

a) any future urban development be based on environmental  and social  planning pr inciples
by

• ensur ing that  house blocks are correct ly al igned for  maximum solar  access;
• landscaping for  rainwater  t rapping and waste water  recycl ing;
• maintenance of pr ivacy and noise controls;
• provision of adequate publ ic open space;
• designing integrated cycleway networks across urban areas; and
• lower ing resident ial  speed l imits.

b) town centres be planned to contain a greater  mix of commercial  act ivi t ies with

• introduct ion of more resident ial  act ivi ty; and
• re-humanising of the centres through more publ ic open space and at t ract ive urban

design;
c) di fferent  types of housing be avai lable to cater  for  diverse social  needs, including

• youth;
• non-family groups;
• the disabled; and
• older  people;

d) the community’s rel iance on pr ivate motor  vehicles be reduced through



• improvements in publ ic t ransport ;
• concentrat ion of resident ial , educat ional  and smal l -scale commercial  development

around neighbourhood shopping centres;
• the introduct ion and expansion of commuter  cycl ing systems; and
• strategic locat ion of carparking spaces.

3.3.2 Ur ban  Devel opment

The publ ic t ransport  system must be energy-efficient , economic and convenient , e.g. l ight
rai l  integrated with other  express and normal bus services to other  par ts of the ci t ies.

We propose:

a) that  planning of urban developments focus on the concept of urban vi l lages based on
environmental  and social  pr inciples;

b) that  publ ic housing be wel l  integrated with other  types of housing;

c) that  cont inued funding of community housing programmes be supported; and

d) that  cer t i ficates with gradings be issued to owner-bui lders in remote areas so people can
l ive in “unfinished” houses i f they choose to do so.

3.3.3 Bu i l d i ng Desi gn

We propose:

a) mandatory provisions requir ing new bui ldings to meet minimum standards of energy-
efficiency, noise insulat ion and water  conservat ion;

b) encouragement of local  wastewater  recycl ing, compost ing toi lets and rainwater  col lect ion
systems;

c) adequate car  parking requirements for  bui ldings; and

d) a system of solar  access r ights to faci l i tate the passive solar  design of new residences.

EFFI CI ENT TRANSPORT POL I CY
4.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our t ransport  pol icy is based on:

a) enabl ing people to obtain access to a wide range of dest inat ions, goods and services in a
safe, t imely and energy-efficient  manner which has low environmental  impact;

b) the recognit ion that  urban form and design are crucial  aspects of t ransforming t ransport
pol icy;

c) using integrated t ransport  and urban planning, and incorporat ing environmental  and
social  costs, so that  energy-efficient  modes of transport  (walk ing, cycl ing, publ ic t ransport ,
rai l , coastal  shipping) and non-transport  solut ions are able to compete for  funding with
the provision of faci l i t ies for  cars and t rucks;

d) empower ing local  communit ies so that  they can make informed choices;
e) get t ing the most out  of exist ing faci l i t ies by managing demand, rather  than cont inual ly

bui lding faci l i t ies to meet projected demands; and
f) favour ing walk ing, cycl ing and publ ic t ransport  as the preferred modes of “passenger”

transport .

4.2 Goal s
Our aim to:

a) dramat ical ly reduce per  capi ta and overal l  use of fossi l  fuels for  t ransport , making the
system sustainable into the future;

b) reduce car  ownership and use for  urban commuting whi le improving the qual ity of service



provided by publ ic t ransport , especial ly in relat ion to frequency, speed and convenience;

c) increase recognit ion that  access to an adequate level  of publ ic t ransport  services is a
community r ight  and that  these services should remain under publ ic control  and not  be
subjected to ful l  cost  recovery;

d) make users of pr ivate t ransport  aware of, and ul t imately pay for, the ful l  costs of their
t ransport  choices;

e) increase opportuni t ies for  the community to par t icipate in integrated t ransport  and urban
planning;

f) shi ft  urban form towards the development of urban vi l lages, to br ing people and jobs
together  in areas wel l -serviced by publ ic t ransport ;

g) reduce the direct  impacts of t ransport  infrastructure (e.g. noise, air  pol lut ion) on urban
neighbourhoods and provide fai r  compensat ion for  those affected by new transpor t
infrastructure;

h) improve the safety of roads, especial ly for  pedestr ians and cycl ists, and of airways and
sea-lanes;

i ) provide improved access to t ransport  services for  residents of rural  India;

j) improve services for  those with special  needs, including people with disabi l i t ies, youth
and older  people; and

k) encourage the cycl ing and walking amenity of the streets by support ing, for  example,
lower urban speed l imits on resident ial  roads.

4.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

4.3.1 Over al l

We wi l l  work to:

a) ensure the adopt ion of nat ional  standards for  ambient  air  qual i ty equal to or  bet ter  than
wor ld best  pract ice;

b) ensure the adoption of nat ional noise and emissions standards for petrol and diesel vehicles
equal to or  bet ter  than wor ld best  pract ice; these standards wi l l  include requirements for
test ing; and

c) develop targets for  sel f-containment levels in urban planning; that  is, measures of the
degree to which jobs, retai l ing and local  services are located with residential  developments.

4.3.2 L and Tr anspor t

We wi l l  work to:

a) in each major  ci ty, double the market  share (in passenger k i lometres) held by publ ic
t ransport  compared with pr ivate cars by 2020;

c) ensure the adopt ion of targets for  the average fuel  efficiency of new addit ions to the
nat ional  car  fleet  of 5.0 l i t res per  100 km by 2020, reducing to 4.0 l i t res per  100 km by
2025;

d) ensure the adopt ion of mandatory fuel-efficiency label l ing of new cars;

e) make all  central  funding or  approvals for t ransport  projects contingent on the achievement
of speci fied environmental  and social  cr i ter ia; these cr i ter ia wi l l  include air  qual i ty
standards (including greenhouse emissions), environmental  protect ion benchmarks and
publ ic par t icipat ion;

f) ensure that  in planning any new road construct ion, thorough considerat ion is given to
the need for  the road, viable publ ic t ransport  al ternat ives, destruct ive impact on local
communit ies as wel l  as the external  costs to the environment.



4.3.3 Por ts and Sh i ppi ng

We wi l l  work to:

a) cap the number of por t  si tes at  the present number;

b) amend rules to expose oi l  tankers to str ict  and unl imited l iabi l i ty when t ravel l ing within
Indian waters, br inging India into l ine with the wor ld best  pract ice embodied in the
United States Oi l  Pol lut ion Act  1990; and

c) inst i tute str ict  and mandatory controls on bal last  water  discharges and on other  pract ices
that  put  the Indian mar ine environment at  r isk.

4.3.4 Ai r  Tr anspor t

Recognising that  air  t ransport  causes considerable environmental  damage and is also less
fuel  efficient  by a large factor  than ground t ransport , par t icular ly in compar ison to t ransport  by
rai l  or  by sea, we consider  i t  important  that  the environmental  costs of air  t ransport  are taken
into account openly and incorporated into the cost  of air  t ravel .

We bel ieve there are many unexplored possibi l i t ies for  decreasing the dependence on air
t ravel . One of these is the expansion of teleconferencing. In general , we wi l l  support  measures
such as tax incent ives which wi l l  encourage people to fly less.

We recognise that  bad planning in a number of cases has caused housing areas near  airpor ts
to have an unacceptable noise level  and support  moves to remedy such mistakes, for  example
through modifying flying pat terns and airpor t  operat ions and compensat ing residents in the
most affected areas.

I NFORM ATI ON TECH NOL OGY POL I CY
TO BE USER FRI ENDLY

5.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our Informat ion Technology (IT) pol icy flows from the basis that  we must adopt l i festyles
and development paths that  respect  and work within the ecological  l imits. Developments in IT
need to be subject  to community scrut iny and the benefi ts of IT need to be shared amongst al l
members of the community and not  be used to increase power and pr ivi lege for  a few.

We want the debate about technological  choice brought out  of the back-rooms of Government
and industry and into the publ ic arena. There must be appropr iate publ ic IT planning to ensure
integrat ion of IT into the broader social  and economic object ives and to avoid the adopt ion of IT
products becoming suppl ier-dr iven and piecemeal.

Ful l  implementat ion of on-l ine services envisaged in some “Informat ion Superhighway”
proposals wi ll  be very expensive and the extent  to which Government should fund such proposals
requires fur ther  analysis. We wi l l  support  sufficient  Government funding to enable no- or  low-
cost  access to e-mai l , the Internet  and other  electronic information resources for schools, l ibraries
and publ ic sector  organisat ions, in a context  where the provision of such services is important  to
ful l  par t icipat ion in society.

We support  direct  measures, rather  than tax incent ives, which tend to be less equitable, to
help organisat ions conver t  their  systems to avoid the mi l lennium bug.

5.2 Goal s

Real opportuni t ies exist  for  India, wi th a relat ively educated and ski l led populat ion, to make
a large contr ibut ion to developments in software, mult imedia and intel lectual  proper ty.

We support  universal  access to the ful lest  range of informat ion and communicat ion services.

5.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We propose:



a) the establ ishment of an independent Informat ion Technology Assessment Board (ITAB),
to cont inual ly assess both new and exist ing informat ion technologies and to recommend
Governmental act ion. Economic assessment would run alongside checks on health, safety,
environmental  and cul tural  impact, r isks, and job sat isfact ion. The ITAB would have a
statutory obl igat ion to keep the publ ic informed of i ts work in a clear  and accessible way;

b) the encouragement of signi ficant  value-added operat ions in IT, such as Research and
Development (R& D).

c) in the pract ices of Government Departments and in pr ivate business, the enforcement of
the pr inciples of:

• pr ivacy–maintaining the confident ial i ty of personal informat ion; and
• freedom of informat ion–enabl ing publ ic access to stat ist i cs and decision-mak ing

processes;
d) the encouragement of the adopt ion of codes of ethics or  pract ice for  which members of

pract ising professional bodies can be suspended or  “struck off” i f the code is contravened
? prevent ing or  restr ict ing their  abi l i ty to pract ise;

e) to make Government set  an example of open and responsible use of IT in i ts own systems;

f) the promot ion of the development of networking standards for  global  operat ion in order
to boost  internat ional  communicat ion, understanding and t rade;

g) support  for  a democrat ic, egal i tar ian operation of the Internet  with appropr iate regulat ion
based on wide publ ic discussion;

h) support  for  the growth in “telecommuting” whereby office staff can work from home,
reducing the demand for  physical  commuting, whi lst  ensur ing protect ion for  employees’
condit ions;

i ) support  the growth of teleconferencing in order  to decrease the dependence on air  t ravel

j) support  for  the growth of remote “work centres” or  “tele- vi l lages” in order  to reduce
depopulat ion and increase employment opportuni t ies in rural  areas;

k) support  for  the growth of “tele-conferencing” in order  to decrease the need for  t ravel l ing;

l ) to prevent the emergence of monopoly in telecommunicat ions, comput ing or  IT;

m) to ident i fy and l ist  sensi t ive appl ications/systems (i .e. wi th safety or  secur ity impl icat ions)
and restr ict  their  design to qual i fied professionals holding a val id l icence to pract ise;

n) to achieve greater  publ ic review of the development of Government computer  systems,
requir ing proposals for  new or  amended Government systems to be widely publ ished
with adequate i f reasonable object ions are recorded;

o) to support  universi t ies as wel l as other research establ ishments in research free of external
direct ion by industry or  Government;

p) to support  the ful l  and frequent flow of informat ion from researchers to the professions
and the media regarding research progress and i ts impl icat ions;

q) support  for  an industry free to develop hardware, software and services commensurate
with ethical  business pract ices;

r ) the encouragement of flexible approaches in industr ial  relat ions responses to changes in
organisat ions, working condit ions, job defini t ions and ski l l  boundar ies - al l  affected by
IT;

s) the imposit ion of a rat ing and censorship system (simi lar  to fi lm) for  computer  games and
related leisure services;

t ) the improvement of women’s access to training and education in the use and understanding
of computers and IT;

u) to ensure that  the educat ion system promotes chi ldren’s access to, and abi l i ty to use,



informat ion and technology;

v) faci l i tat ing access to Internet  and e-mai l  services for  rural  residents by providing local
cal l  cost  access through a Government-managed and/or  funded rural  internet  provider
service.

w) enabl i ng t he t r ai ned I T pr ofessi onal s t o get  neologi cal  t r ai n i ng i n t he f i el d of
enrepreneurship for  establ ishing more and more t raining centres al l  over  the country
with a view to having a competent cadre of young men and women having expert  knowledge
in the field of di fferent  aspects and facets of informat ion technology for  managing the
third mi l lennium.

POL I CI ES REL ATED TO WORK  I NCL UDI NG EM PL OYM ENT

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We dist inguish between work, defined as any purposeful  act ivi ty, and employment, defined
as paid work. We support  the pr inciple of ful l  employment, meaning the avai labi l i ty of safe,
social ly useful , environmental ly benign, adequately paid work for  al l  those who wish to engage
in i t . This may be ful l  or  par t  t ime.

We define unemployment as the lack of avai labi l i ty of paid work for  anyone who wishes to
engage in i t .

We do not  support  the percept ion in society that  unemployed people cannot make a useful
contr ibut ion to society. We reject  any inference of ‘inadequacy’ in those who choose not  to seek
employment but  contr ibute to society through other  product ive, economic and/or  social ly useful
act ivi t ies.

We are commit ted to redressing discr iminat ion and inequal i ty across the spectrum of work.
We also bel ieve that  economic growth is an inadequate solut ion to the unemployment problem
at a t ime when market  economics and mass-consumer ism have already placed the environment
and people under heavy pressure.

The t rend to global isat ion and the view of economic rat ional ist  theory that  internat ional
compet i t iveness should be the pr ior i ty considerat ion in economic pol icy clear ly both need review.
Constraints on global isat ion are necessary for  important  environmental , social  and economic
reasons. Protect ing employment in domest ic industr ies is one of those important  social  reasons,
and such protect ion may also have environmental  benefi ts from reduced t ransport  of goods.
Whi le protect ion can have an overal l  economic cost , this cost  is of secondary importance to the
soci al  and envi r onment al  benef i t s, and i s t her efor e a cost  t hat  i s war r an t ed for  t he
social  good.

We real ise that  the logical  consequence of the present condit ions is that  less formal work is
needed and more free t ime becomes avai lable for everyone’s chosen pursuits. We wi ll work towards
shorter  standard working hours and a reversal  of current  t rends towards increased unpaid
work.

A radical ly new perspect ive needs to be taken. The green vision is one where work, leisure
and income are al l  shared equitably. In a green society, everybody is the master  of her /his own
t ime. People must have t ime for  leisure as wel l  as for  shoulder ing the responsibi l i ty of the
family, society and the environment. People must also have t ime to keep bet ter  informed and to
par t icipate in pol i t ics.

1.2 Goal s

We propose an employment, labour market  and income pol icy that  wi l l  recognise and reward
al l  peoples’ occupat ions appropr iately, wi th a commitment to a proper  safety net  for  al l .

We aim to redress discr iminat ion and inequal i ty in employment and to promote equitable
par t icipat ion by al l  Indians regardless of gender, age or  ethnici ty.



We wi l l  work towards creat ing a society in which:

a) the goal is ful l  employment as defined above;

b) the norm is shor ter  hours in paid work than at  present;

c) people enjoy sel f-esteem, secur i ty and mater ial  comfor t  whether  or  not  they have paid
jobs;

d) i t  is recognised that  al l  people have the potent ial  to contr ibute to the enhancement of the
community, whether  or  not  they are in paid employment;

e) educat ional , recreat ional  and creat ive opportuni t ies and resources are provided for  al l
people, regardless of age and regardless of whether  or  not  they are in paid employment;
and

f) act ions which are posi t ive for  the society and the environment are valued whether  they
are paid for  in the formal economy or  carr ied out  in the informal sector.

1.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

There is plenty of social ly and environmentally sustainable work which needs to be done and
imaginat ive forms of job creat ion and shar ing wi l l  need posi t ive intervent ion by Government.

There are also many areas of manufactur ing and services which could be encouraged whi lst
taking careful  account of the need for  such act ivi t ies to be environmental ly posi t ive or  at  least
benign.

We propose:

a) the creat ion of a system in which al l  ci t izens have the r ight  to a Guaranteed Adequate
Income.

b) a society where paid work is distr ibuted more equitably than i t  is at  the present t ime;
c) greater  equity in job shar ing because of the shor tage of ful l -t ime jobs for  al l  and the need

for  more leisure t ime and less stress;
d) greater  equity in job shar ing between people from di fferent  regions, wi th di fferent  gender

and of di fferent  ethnic or igin;
e) the creat ion of ecological ly sustainable industr ies;
f) legislat ion prevent ing discr iminat ion against  people who are not  in formal employment;
g) publ ic discussion on the meaning of work, faci l i tated by the Government;
h) the promot ion of an ant i -mater ial i st  cul ture to reduce needless consumpt ion, whi lst

enabl ing people to ful fi l  their  real  economic and social  needs.

SOCI AL  CI TI ZENSH I P I NCL UDI NG SOCI AL  J USTI CE
AND EM POWERM ENT

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

2.1.1 I nequ i t i es addr essed

We propose a system in which the Central  Government wi l l  assist  the States, and where
necessary mount i ts own programme, to address the uneven provision of basic services in India.
The unevenness of del ivery of services is exempl i fied by the disastrous state of housing, heal th
and educat ion that  exists in many rural  areas.

2.1.2 Wor k  to be Redef i ned

We cal l  for  a redefini t ion of the concepts of work and unemployment.

2.2. Goal s

2.2.1 Af f i r mat i ve Act i on

We recognise a cont inuing need to focus on disadvantaged groups in the Indian community.



Affi rmat ive act ion pol icies need to ensure that  the opportuni t ies and rewards for  women are
equal to those for  men.

2.2.2 St r engthen i ng Communi t i es

While a wor ld view is necessary i f we are to both care for  the planet and redress wor ld-wide
injust ices and inequit ies, the fate of the wor ld rests signi ficant ly on the act ions of communit ies
- both in their  abi l i ty to generate local  ini t iat ives and in their  combined abi l i ty to promote
change at  nat ional  and internat ional  levels. We aim to strengthen local  democrat ic processes,
encourage regional sustainable development ini t iat ives and planning, and enhance management
capabi l i t ies within local  communit ies.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

2.3.1 I ncome Secur i t y

We propose that  the social  secur i ty system be reformed. I t  should be simpl i fied and made
more uni form by:

a) al i gni ng al l  payment s for  adul ts and independent  young people associated wi t h
unemployment, study, disabi l i ty, special  benefi t  and age pensions;

b) al igning al l  youth payments and increasing these over  t ime to reflect  real  l iving costs;

c) amalgamat ing the var ious chi ld support  and fami ly al lowance payments, and increasing
these in l ine with the cost  of car ing for  chi ldren;

d) l inking al l  income and other  support  levels to changes in the cost  of l iving, so that  they
are automat ical ly adjusted for  inflat ion.

2.3.2 Tar get i ng I nequ i t i es

We propose that  disadvantaged individuals and communit ies wi l l  be the focus of speci fic
publ ic housing, heal th, educat ion and publ ic t ransport  programme.

2.3.3 Communi ty Devel opment

We propose that :

a) financial  assistance be provided to local  interest  groups to assist  them to par t icipate in
local  and regional planning and sustainable development ini t iat ives;

b) funds be made avai lable from the Central  Government for  the coordinat ion, preparat ion
and implementat ion of ecological ly sustainable strategic plans by state Governments and
regional organisat ions;

c) funds be made avai lable for  the planning and ini t iat ion of ecological ly sustainable
industr ies at  local  and regional level ; and

d) funds be provided for  a Rural  Community Ini t iat ives Programme to be inst i tuted to assist
in t he st r engthening of rural  communi t ies, includi ng improving oppor tuni t ies for
employment, cul tural  and youth act ivi t ies.

I NDUSTRI AL  REL ATI ONS POL I CI ES FOR PRODUCTI VI TY

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

The start ing point  for  us in industr ial relat ions, as in al l pol icy areas, is ethics. The workplace
should provide the opportuni ty for  workers to be empowered and to engage in safe, social ly
useful  and product ive work. Cr i ter ia such as profi tabi l i ty and effi ciency are important  in
structur ing a workplace, but  they are secondary.

The central  issue in industr ial  relat ions is to maintain the arbi t rat ion system as the protector
of the publ ic interest .



We support :

a) the provision of pathways for  al l  employees to have work which is safe, sat isfying and
social ly useful ;

b) opportunit ies for  workers to receive education and training appropriate for the achievement
of these goals;

c) equal opportuni t ies and fair  and equitable t reatment across the workforce for  al l employees;

d) effect ive consultat ion between Governments, employers and unions on al l  aspects of
industr ial  legislat ion;

e) processes of conci l iat ion and arbi t rat ion as the proper  bases for  a fair  and effect ive
industr ial  relat ions system;

f) the r ights of unions and unionists to take industr ial  act ion to protect  and promote their
legi t imate industr ial  interests without legal  impediment;

g) the establ ishment of a Charter  of Workers’ Rights in special  legislat ion;

h) the r ight  of al l  workers to be involved in par t icipatory planning; and

i) a wider  role for the Indian Industrial  Relations Commission (I IRC) a body to be establ ished
as an arbi ter  in industr ial  disputes to consider  social  and environmental  impl icat ions
regarding a dispute. Appropr iate representat ives of relevant groups should be given
standing to appear in the Commission to present their  views regarding such impl icat ions.

3.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) maintain the system of industr ial  awards;

b) extend the system of equal opportuni ty throughout the workforce;

c) develop flexible and democrat ic workplace pat terns and structures;

d) support  the highest  standards of workplace health and safety.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work to:

a) repeal the provisions against  legi t imate union act ivi ty such as boycotts and pickets in the
Trade Practices Act  and other pieces of Central legislation, and protect  unions and workers
against  common law act ions;

b) provide accredi ted and t ransferable t raining and ski l l  development for  employees in a
nat ional  framework;

c) support  a nat ional  system of industr ial  relat ions and faci l i tate the provision of more
flexible work ing ar rangements/hours where these are not  at  t he expense of work
sat isfact ion, workers’ income or  fami ly l i fe;

d) extend union par t icipat ion in the Central  industr ial  relat ions system regardless of the
nature of the employment of their  members, such as casual or  par t-t ime employees;

e) faci l i tate the cont inued effect ive and democrat ic funct ioning of unions;

f) encourage employee owned or managed businesses, or  businesses with signi ficant employee
ownership or  control ;

g) establ ish processes which ensure the par t icipat ion of women in enterpr ise or  col lect ive
bargaining and other  industr ial  negot iat ions;

h) support  legislat ion that  ensures that  employers recognise and negot iate with the relevant
unions;

i ) support  only those enterpr ise agreements that  do not  undermine the system of awards
and award condit ions, and support  enterpr ise agreements that  involve employers and



unions;

j) ensure resources are provided to organisat ions of the unemployed to give them an effect ive
voice in society.

STRENGTH ENI NG RURAL  COM M UNI TI ES TRH OUGH
RURAL  RECONSTRUCTI ON

4.1 Pr i nci p l es

4.1.1 Rebu i l d i ng Rur al  Communi t i es

While a wor ld view is necessary i f we are to both care for  the planet and redress wor ld-wide
injust ices and inequit ies, the fate of the wor ld rests signi ficant ly on the act ions of communit ies
- both in their  abi l i ty to generate local  ini t iat ives and in their  combined abi l i ty to promote
change at  nat ional  and internat ional  levels. Our pol icies therefore strengthen local  democrat ic
processes, encourage regional sustainable development ini t iat ives and planning, and enhance
management as wel l  as administrat ive capabi l i t ies within local  communit ies.

Our policy for  st rengthening rural  communit ies is based on the recognit ion that  the situat ion
in rural  communit ies, whereby occupat ional  choices are l imited, fami ly members often have to
leave the distr ict  to obtain work, services have been cut  back and where cul tural  and social
opportunit ies are restr icted, is one which needs major  Government at tent ion and implementat ion
of posi t ive community and regional development ini t iat ives in order  to be redressed.

We recognise that Indian rural  communit ies have, in recent t ime, been subject to Government
pol icies which have adversely affected the viabi l i ty of community l i fe, the qual i ty of l i fe in rural
communit ies as wel l  as adversely affect ing producers’ access to markets within India. We are
wary of making an economy less diverse and more vulnerable through encouraging i t to special ise
in those industr ies in which i t  has compet i t i ve expor t  advantage whi le abandoning those
industr ies that  cannot compete against  foreign imports.

An efficient  and sustainable agr icul tural sector  is cr i t ical  to the viabi l i ty of local  and regional
economies and is a vi tal  component  of the revi tal i sat ion of rural  I ndia. Our  pol icies for
strengthening rural  communit ies and for  Agr icul ture recognise the central  role of community
and ecological ly sustainable agr icul tural  product ion to regional and nat ional  economies.

We also recognise that  in a technological  society, empowerment of the individual  may rely on
his/her  abi l i ty to effect ively use communicat ion technology and informat ion systems.

We wi l l  support  educat ion pol icies to enhance the opportuni ty for  al l  Indians to reach their
ful l  potent ial  in science and technology l i teracy.

4.1.2 Physi cal  Envi r onment

Agr icul tural  pract ices are present ly operat ing beyond the ecological  capaci ty of most areas
devoted to farming, which in turn impacts on rural  communit ies. Processes that  threaten
biodiversi ty, the long-term viabi l i ty of agr icul ture and in which inappropr iate land management
pract ices are current ly impl icated include:

• ongoing legal  and i l legal  clear ing of nat ive vegetat ion;

• changed and/or  insufficient  flow regimes in r ivers and streams;

• sal inat ion;

• soi l  erosion and degradat ion;

• chemical  contaminat ion of habi tat  and food sources;

• water  pol lut ion;

• ir r igat ion; and

• intensive inappropr iate or  cruel  animal product ion pract ices.



The ecological  and economic cost  of land degradat ion wi l l  increase unless major  steps are
taken to counter  degradat ion processes. Farm financial  pressure is a contr ibut ing factor  to land
degradat ion. The servicing of loans often requires farmers to extract  the maximum amount of
income from their  land. Financial pressures are exaggerated by unsympathet ic banks, fluctuating
commodity pr ices and unrel iable cl imat ic condit ions. The cost  of land degradat ion in India is
now measured in crores of rupees per  year, resul t ing also in signi f icant  impacts on rural
communit ies.

Our pol icies for  water  are based on adopt ing a total  catchment approach to the management
of water, recognising that  the restructur ing of the water  supply in India by introduct ion of free
market  compet i t ion is l ikely to be accompanied by a severe loss of social  and environmental
accountabi l i ty and responsibi l i ty; and, equitable al locat ion of water  amongst al l  users.

4.2 Goal s

4.2.1 Pr ovi si on  of  Ser vi ces to Rur al  Communi t i es

We aim to:

a) provide a level  of services comparable, where feasible, wi th metropol i tan services, for
example, in health, educat ion, community care, communicat ions (including both post
offices and informat ion technology services), spor ts faci l i t ies and cul tural  act ivi t ies;

b) provide programmes to ensure residents achieve a comparable qual i ty of l i fe and access
to services;

c) provide programmes to enable rural  residents to appreciate cul ture and knowledge; and
d) faci l i tat ion of publ ic transport  and communications (including postal services) and provide

improved access to t ransport  services to residents of rural  India.

4.2.2 Communi ty Par t i ci pat i on  i n  Gover nment

The fol lowing goals are set  by us:

a) in the long term, wherever  possible, decision-making should be determined by bioregional
considerat ions and pat terns of social  interact ion;

b) community services and local environment policy should be provided at  the closest  possible
level  to the consumers of the services; and

c) there should be a move towards regional planning and organisat ion, foreshadowing the
eventual  emergence of a more decentral ised system of Government.

4.2.3 Envi r onment

We aim to:

a) hold the amount of water  captured for  human use from sur face aquat ic systems and
provide environmental  flows to al l  r iver  systems and their  dependent ecosystems;

b) l imit  the amount of water  drawn from groundwater  systems to rates not  greater  than
they are replenished; and

c) maintain publ ic ownership and control  over  al l  major  water  supply, dist r ibut ion, drainage
and disposal systems.

4.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

4.3.1 Pr ovi si on  of  Ser vi ces to Rur al  Communi t i es

We wi l l :

a) work to provide a quali ty public educat ion system with guaranteed access for  al l , including
rural  residents;

b) provide addit ional  funding for  students who are physical ly and/or  intel lectual ly disabled,



or who are disadvantaged by locat ion and/or  distance;

c) ini t iate programmes aimed at  reducing suicide rates, par t icular ly among young people
and people in rural  areas; and

4.3.2 Suppor t  for  Young Peopl e i n  Rur al  Communi t i es

We support :

a) increased employment and educat ion opportuni t ies, for  disadvantaged young people,
including for  those in rural  or  remote areas; and

b) greater  representat ion of young people on regional economic organisat ions and greater
recognit ion of community-based grassroot  organisat ions which generate environment
fr iendly and sustainable as wel l  as social ly useful  employment opportuni t ies.

4.3.3 Communi ty Par t i ci pat i on  i n  Gover nment

We propose that

a) funds be made avai lable from the Central  Government for  the coordinat ion, preparat ion
and implementat ion of ecological ly/environmental ly sustainable strategic plans by local
Governments and regional organisat ions; and

b) financial  assistance be provided to local  interest  groups to assist  them to par t icipate in
local  and regional planning and sustainable development ini t iat ives.

4.3.4 Tr ade

We wi l l  also support  a review of agr icul ture subsidies in terms of their  adverse social  and
environmental  impacts.

4.3.5 Envi r onment

We wi l l  work to:

a) implement, as a matter  of urgency, nat ional  legislat ion to control  the clear ing of nat ive
vegetat ion, wi th complementary provisions at  State and/or  local  level ;

b) integrate commercial  wood product ion into diversi fied agr icul tural  enterpr ises, as wel l
as providing market ing mechanisms to faci l i tate this;

c) support  the development of al ternat ive fibre industr ies where they are more ecological ly
sustainable;

d) provide funds for  the planning and ini t iat ion of ecological ly sustainable industr ies at
local  and regional level ;

e) propose changes in the taxat ion structure for  chemical  fer t i l isers and pest icides with the
aim of support ing a change to ecological ly sustainable farming methods. Levies on these
products wi l l  be redistr ibuted to the farming community through educat ion, informat ion
and other  appropr iate programmes on integrated and non-chemical  pest  management
and sustainable farming pract ices.

f) maintain or  restore the natural  diversi ty and product ivi ty of soi l  in agr icul tural  and
pastoral  areas.

g) provide informat ion and low-interest  loan incent ive programme to assist  rural  residents
to:

• choose renewable energy systems for  domest ic and farm power suppl ies; and
• adopt water  conservat ion pract ices for  domest ic and farm use.

DRUGS POL I CY AND DRUG DE-ADDI CTI ON POL I CY

5.1 Pr i nci p l es

In a democrat ic society in which diversi ty is accepted, each person has the opportuni ty to



achieve personal ful fi lment. I t  is understood that  the means and aims of ful fi l lment may vary
between people at  di fferent  stages of their  l ives, and may, for  some people at  par t icular  t imes,
involve the use of drugs.

Classi f icat ion and regulat ion of drugs should be based upon known health effects with
community educat ion programme to make factual  informat ion freely avai lable.

Regulat ion should aim to maximise individual  heal th and social  safety and wel l -being.

Programmes operating among users of addict ive drugs should focus upon harm minimisat ion
and increasing their  l i fe opt ions.

5.2 Goal s

We wi l l  work towards:

a) more appropr iate classi ficat ions for  drugs based upon their  effects upon health;

b) wide avai labi l i ty of relevant informat ion about drugs;

c) decr iminal isat ion of drugs;

d) making the connect ions between addict ive drug use and wider  issues such as suicide,
unemployment, homelessness, lack of hope for  the future; working towards solving these
problems; removing the focus on excessive drug use which is a symptom rather  than a
cause; and

e) widely available community-based counsel ling and support  services for drug-users without
condemnat ion, including adequate fol low-up.

5.3 Shor t  t er m t ar get s

5.3.1 I l l egal  dr ugs

We bel ieve that  softer, less addict ive drugs should be more freely avai lable as research shows
that  such avai labi l i ty mit igates against  the use of hard drugs.

5.3.2 Regu l ated dr ugs

We wi l l  work to immediately set  in process the fol lowing:

a) independent  research into the effects and addict ive proper t ies of drugs commonly
prescr ibed by doctors for  a wide var iety of causes from hyperact iveness in chi ldren to
stress and depression in adults, wi th a view to greater  restr ict ion and regulat ion of those;

b) mandatory labell ing and verbal advice by doctors as to the effects and potent ial for addiction
of prescr ibed drugs; and

c) cont inued independent research into food addit ives to ascer tain their  heal th effects, both
short  and long term, and ensur ing the publ icising of resul ts.

5.3.3 Fr eel y avai l abl e dr ugs

We wi l l  work to immediately set  in process the fol lowing:

a) taking al l  possible steps to reduce the image tobacco and alcohol have, especial ly for
young people; this wi l l  include banning adver t ising of tobacco and alcohol products and
restr ict ing opportuni t ies for  sponsorship;

b) ensur ing that  smoking does not  endanger the health of others;

c) disal lowing the use of drunkenness as an excuse to avoid retr ibut ion in cr imes of violence
and negl igence;

d) restr ict ion of sale of alcohol to people under the age of 18.

5.3.4 Tr eatment  of  peopl e w i th  dr ug addi ct i ons

We wi l l  work to immediately set  in process the fol lowing:



a) freely avai lable t reatment programme with adequate fol low-up;

b) t reatment programme and facil it ies which sensi t ively cater  for  individuals within di fferent
groups, women and men, including older  people, parents of chi ldren and the young.

c) involving NGOs to locate drug addicts and br ing at t i tudinal  and behavioural  change
among them with a view to advising them to stop taking drugs.

d) br inging such drug addicts to the main stream by providing them sui table t raining for
making them social  act ivists in the areas of social  just ice and empowerment.

d) organising deaddict ion camps by invi t ing medical  exper ts belonging to modern medicine
as wel l  as al ternat ive, complementary and energet ic medicinal  areas.

ENVI RONM ENTAL  PROTECTI ON POL I CI ES

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We recognise that  the Earth’s l i fe support  systems are fundamental  to maximising human
welfare.

In pursui t  of our  goals, the we wi l l  ensure equity and social  just ice, and that  those sectors of
the community least  able to bear  the cost  of redressing environmental  degradat ion wi l l  not  be
disadvantaged.

In formulat ing an Environment Pol icy, we are str iving for  ecological  sustainabi l i ty through:

a) the protect ion of biological  diversi ty and the maintenance of ecological  integr i ty;

b) the use of mater ial  resources in accordance with the Earth’s capaci ty to supply them and
to assimi late wastes ar ising from their  use; and

c) equity within and between generat ions.

Where there are threats of ser ious or  i r reversible environmental  damage, decisions should
err  on the side of caut ion, wi th the burden of proof rest ing with technological  and industr ial
developers to demonstrate that  the planned projects are ecological ly sustainable.

To become ecological ly sustainable, our  society must change over  t ime from one which
recognises no physical  or  ecological  l imits, to one which l ives within the capaci ty of the Earth to
support  i t  and al lows for  the Earth to sustain the diversi ty of l iving things. This means that
ingenuity must be used to do more with less, the t rend to more efficient  use of physical  resources
and energy must be accelerated, and the l imits within which society and the economy funct ion
must be expl ici t ly recognised. To enable targets to be set  and progress to be measured, these
l imits must be defined as ear ly as possible. We set  the fol lowing goals and l imits as essent ial  for
the achievement of ecological  sustainabi l i ty in our  country.

1.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) achieve an ecological ly sustainable society, both in India and global ly, which l ives within
the capaci ty of the Earth to supply renewable resources and to assimi late wastes;

b) ensure that  human act ivi t ies maintain the biological  diversi ty of al l  named organisms at
the level  of subspecies and of al l  other  organisms, through the adequate protect ion of the
ecological  communit ies of which they are par t ;

c) hold the amount of water  captured for  human use from sur face aquat ic systems and
provide environmental  flows to al l  r iver  systems and their  dependent ecosystems;

d) l imit  the amount of water  drawn from groundwater  systems to rates not  greater  than
they are replenished;

e) reduce emissions of Carbon Dioxide as wel l  as other  greenhouse gases;

f) el iminate human-induced release of ozone-deplet ing substances in the upper atmosphere;



g) reduce the total  quant i ty of sol id, l iquid and gaseous wastes (including those from non-
point  sources) annual ly disposed into the environment;

h) maintain or  restore the natural  diversi ty and product ivi ty of soi l  in agr icul tural  and
pastoral  areas;

i ) reduce the total  amount of land occupied by human infrastructure (t ransport , bui ldings,
roads) and agr icul ture (grazing, cropping);

j) faci l i tate closer  l iaison among rural , urban, t r ibal  and indigenous peoples in India, such
that  al l  might  benefi t  from indigenous knowledge of our  land in order  to fur ther  i ts
management in ways which are sustainable;

k) provide for  increased par t icipat ion by local  communit ies in planning and implement ing
strategies to protect  the environment;

l ) increase environmental  awareness leading to a desi re by al l  I ndians to protect  the
environment; and

m) apply the pr inciple of intergenerat ional  equi ty in al l  environmental  programmes.

1.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

1.3.1 Bi ol ogi cal  D i ver si t y

We wi l l  work to:

a) ensure funding and enforcement of habi tat  recovery plans for  endangered species;

b) implement, as a matter  of urgency, nat ional  legislat ion to control  the clear ing of nat ive
vegetat ion, wi th complementary provisions at  state and/or  local  level ; and

c) establ ish a comprehensive and viable system of terrestr ial  and mar ine protected areas
managed pr imar i ly to protect  biodiversi ty; the system wi l l  include al l  remaining areas of
high wi lderness value, and wi l l  also protect  wi ld and scenic r ivers which remain in
essent ial ly pr ist ine condit ion;

d) prohibi t  automat ic mining r ights and mining explorat ion on agr icul tural  land.

1.3.2 For ests and Wood Pr oduct i on

We wi l l  work to:

a) end logging of old growth and other  high conservat ion value nat ive forests immediately,
and over  t ime complete the phase-out  of most  logging from nat ive forests, including
regrowth forests;

b) adopt a Wood Products Industry Plan that wil l accelerate the transit ion from nat ive forests
to plantat ions by encouraging the ful lest  possible domest ic processing of wood from
plantat ions, and increased recycl ing. As a complement to the plan, we wi l l  provide a
package of retraining and other assistance for  workers facing displacement from the nat ive
forest-based industry;

c) integrate commercial  wood product ion into diversi fied agr icul tural  enterpr ises, as wel l
as providing market ing mechanisms to faci l i tate this; and

d) support  the development of al ternat ive fibre industr ies where they are more ecological ly
sustainable.

1.3.3 Mi n i ng and Mi ner al  Expl or at i on

We wi l l  work:

a) to prohibi t  mineral  explorat ion and mining as wel l  as extract ion of petroleum and gas in
nature conservat ion reserves, including nat ional  parks, wi lderness areas and other  areas
of outstanding nature conservat ion value;



b) to ban al l  new sand-mining operat ions in the coastal  zone.

1.3.4 Mar i ne Envi r onments and Fi sh i ng

We wi l l :

a) work to establ ish a comprehensive system of mar ine reserves in Indian waters; and

b) for  exist ing fisher ies, work to immediately prohibi t  an increase in level  of harvest , and
determine as a matter  of urgency the requi rements for  ecological  sustainabi l i ty and
regulate the catch accordingly, wi th a substant ial  safety margin to ensure sustainabi l i ty

1.3.5 Cl i mate Change and Ozone Depl et i on

We wi l l  work to:

a) reduce emissions of Carbon Dioxide as wel l  as other  greenhouse gases and to have clear
nat ional , regional and local  energy pol icies adopted to enable this target  to be reached;

b) support  an internat ional  protocol  that  makes these greenhouse gas emission targets
binding for  al l  industr ial ised countr ies; and

c) phase out  product ion of carbon tetrachlor ide, methyl  chloroform, CFCs and halons
immediately, and HCFCs and methyl  bromide by 2020.

1.3.6 Mach i ner y of  Gover nment

We wi l l  work to:

a) legislate to establ ish a Commission with independent funding to examine and repor t  on
the environmental  per formance of publ ic author i t ies;

b) strengthen the Environment Protect ion Act  1986.

c) ensure the development of publ icly accessible, wel l  resourced, compat ible, coordinated
networks of data monitor ing and data-based legislated State of Environment repor t ing
at  local  Government, state/terr i tory or  regional, and nat ional  levels;

d) ensure the Government maintains and exercises those const i tut ional  powers which are
appl icable to the environment, wi th State environmental  pol icy to be supervised and
subject  to a minimum set  of st r ingent nat ional  standards.

COASTAL  ZONE M ANAGEM ENT POL I CI ES

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our pol icies for  the management of our  coasts are based on the fol lowing general  pr inciples
which underpin ecological ly sustainable development:

a) the protect ion of biological  diversi ty and the maintenance of ecological  integr i ty;
b) the use of mater ial  resources in accordance with the Earth’s capaci ty to supply them and

to assimi late wastes ar ising from their  use;
c) equity within and between generat ions; and
d) publ ic par t icipat ion and involvement.

2.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) increase ecological , economic and social  awareness of the importance of coastal  and inland
waters and of human impacts on them;

b) protect  coastal  ecosystems;

c) al low the replenishing of stocks of depleted aquat ic and coastal  l i fe;

d) reduce the harvest  of al l  coastal  resources to wel l  wi thin an ecological ly sustainable l imit ;



e) protect  fish breeding areas;

f) reduce mar ine and other  aquat ic pol lut ion, including from di ffuse urban and agr icul tural
sources;

g) increase the involvement of local  communit ies in the management of coastal , onshore
and aquat ic resources;

h) ensure an integrated approach to management;

i ) improve local , nat ional  and global coordinat ion of coastal  management pol icies;

j) locate act ivi t ies that  are not  coast-dependent away from the coastal  zone; and

k) develop long-term strategies to contain urban and tour ism development.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work to:

a) establ ish a comprehensive nat ional  system of mar ine reserves in Indian waters by the
year 2020;

b) for  exist ing fisher ies, immediately prohibi t  an increase in level  of harvest , and determine
as a matter  of urgency the requirements for  ecological  sustainabi l i ty and regulate the
catch accordingly, wi th a substant ial  safety margin to ensure sustainabi l i ty;

c) work with the States and Union Terr i tor ies and/or  direct ly with local  Governments to
complete an environmental  audi t  of the coastal  zone by 2020 and an act ion plan by 2022;

e) implement a nat ional  legislat ive / planning regime to control  land use and development
in the coastal  zone, including a morator ium on new subdivisions unt i l  complet ion of the
coastal  act ion plan;

f) ban al l  new sandmining operat ions in the coastal  zone and inland r ivers.

WATER M ANAGEM ENT POL I CI ES

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our pol icies for  water  are based on:

a) adopt ing a total  catchment approach to the management of water ;

b) preserving biodiversi ty and ecological  integr i ty;

c) recognising that  the restructur ing of the water  supply in India by introduct ion of free
market compet it ion is l ikely to be accompanied by a severe loss of social and environmental
accountabi l i ty and responsibi l i ty; and

d) equitable al locat ion of water  amongst al l  users.

3.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) decrease per  capi ta consumpt ion of fresh water  by increasing efficiency of water  use, and
expanding opportuni t ies for  re-use;

b) stop the discharge of sewage into aquat ic systems;

c) maximise the capaci ty to reuse sewage treatment by-products by reducing pol lut ion at
source, minimising waste, and phasing out  the discharge of toxic chemicals to sewerage
systems;

d) hold the amount of water  captured for  human use from sur face aquat ic systems and
provide environmental  flows to al l  r iver  systems and their  dependent ecosystems;

e) draw water  from groundwater  systems at  rates not  greater  than they are replenished;

f) ensure equitable access to adequate suppl ies of clean water  for  human consumpt ion;



g) apply the pr inciples of least-cost planning to the provision of water, drainage and sewerage
services;

h) reduce erosion, sedimentat ion and pol lut ion of watercourses, wet lands and estuar ies, by
protecting and restoring native r iparian vegetat ion and improving catchment management;

i ) maintain publ ic ownership and control  over  al l  major  water  supply, dist r ibut ion, drainage
and disposal systems;

j) maintain and where possible increase the area of water  supply catchments that  are free
of logging, agr icul ture and other  land uses which degrade water  qual i ty

k) provide for  ful l  publ ic par t icipat ion in decisions about water, drainage and sewerage; and

l) provide informat ion and low -interest  loan incent ive programme to assist  rural  residents
to adopt water  conservat ion pract ices for  domest ic and farm use.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work to:

a) establ ish a major  new nat ional  programme to restore environmental  flows to al l  r iver
systems and improve water  qual i ty and implement the programme through nat ional
agreements between Central  / State and / or  local  Governments;

b) use al l  avai lable powers to maintain major  water  supply, dist r ibut ion, drainage and
disposal systems in publ ic ownership;

c) cancel al l  plans to bui ld large-scale new dams; and

d) ensure that  dr inking water  suppl ies meet or  exceed WHO (Wor ld Health Organisat ion)
standards, and that  their  qual i ty is publ icly repor ted regular ly.

ENERGY M ANAGEM ENT POL I CI ES

4.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our energy related pol icy is based on these premises:

a) the pr ice of energy should fair ly incorporate the ful l  social , heal th and environmental
costs of product ion and use;

b) there is a fini te l imit  to non-renewable resources avai lable for  energy product ion;

c) the most commonly used methods of energy product ion have ser ious, deleter ious effects
upon the planet, most notably air  pol lut ion and contr ibut ion to greenhouse gases;

d) energy problems wi l l  not  be solved by addit ional  convent ional  power generat ion capaci ty;

e) t ransi t ion to ecological ly sustainable energy systems wi l l  be achieved through long term
planning, research and development, demand management, increased energy efficiency
and conservat ion, and greater  rel iance on renewable sources of energy;

f) given the environmental  impact of large scale dams for  hydro-electr ic schemes, and the
high costs and r isks to the environment and human health associated with nuclear  energy,
we do not  consider  that these systems form a viable long-term basis for  put t ing the energy
sector  on an ecological ly sustainable foot ing; and

g) achieving sustainabi l i ty in the use and product ion of energy wi l l  have ramificat ions for
every sector  of the economy.

4.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) take a lead role internat ional ly in promot ing pol icies to reduce the impact of cl imate
change due to the enhanced green house effect :



b) assist  other  countr ies to develop and meet greenhouse gas emission targets through
technology t ransfer  and other  forms of assistance;

c) apply integrated resource planning pr inciples to the provision of al l  non-transport  energy
services. This is a systemat ic way of providing energy services to society at  least  cost ;

d) provide for  par t icipat ion by local  communit ies in planning and implement ing strategies
to provide energy services sustainably;

e) exercise restraint  in use of non-renewable fossi l  fuel  reserves in order  to leave adequate
suppl ies for  future generat ions;

f) reduce dependence on fossi l  fuels by

• support ing the phase-out  of coal  and oi l -fi red power stat ions and the development of
renewable al ternat ives;

• decreasing rel iance on pr ivate motor  t ransport ; and
• increasing energy efficiency;

g) address regional equi ty impacts of making the t ransit ion to ecological ly sustainable forms
of energy product ion and use, through long term planning and speci fic development
programme for  affected regions. Some regions which are current ly heavi ly dependent on
the extract ion of fossi l  fuel  and the development and maintenance of power generat ion
faci l i t ies which use fossi l  fuel  wi l l  suffer  employment loss in the t ransi t ion;

h) establ ish strong nat ional  regulat ion over  energy product ion, distr ibut ion and supply to
ensure that  integrated resource planning is implemented, to control  economic, social  and
environmental  impacts in the publ ic interest  and to ensure ful l  community consultat ion;

i ) provide incent ives to encourage consumers to promote al ternat ive energy technologies;

j) int roduce a comprehensive carbon levy; revenue from this levy is to be used to fund publ ic
transport as well as the development of al ternative energy techniques such as solar thermal
power, photo-vol taics and wind power; there wi l l  also be compensat ion for  any regressive
impact of this levy on low income earners.

4.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work to:

a) introduce a carbon levy;

b) use al l  avai lable mechanisms to opt imise electr ici ty generat ion, distr ibut ion and supply
infrastructure;

c) introduce t ight  enforceable regulat ion of the electr ici ty supply industry to protect  the
publ ic interest  and the environment;

d) reduce emissions of Carbon Dioxide and other  greenhouse gases and adopt clear  nat ional ,
regional and local  energy pol icies to enable this target  to be reached;

e) support  an internat ional  protocol  that  makes these targets binding for  al l  industr ial ised
countr ies;

f) int roduce nat ional  legislat ion to give effect  to cl imate change controls;

g) establ ish a Sustainable Energy Author i ty to coordinate and oversee programme for
research, development and adopt ion of energy efficiency and renewable energy in India;

h) adopt  mandatory energy label l ing, and mandatory minimum energy per formance
standards for  al l  commercial  and domest ic appl iances, equipment and bui ldings;

i ) oppose any new coal-fi red power stat ions and large-scale hydro-electr ic dams;

j) provide informat ion and low-interest  loan programmes to encourage rural  residents to
choose renewable energy systems for  domest ic and farm power suppl ies;



WASTE M I NI M I ZATI ON AND M ANAGEM ENT

5.1 Pr i nci p l es

Waste management is a growing issue. The accumulation of rubbish presents aesthet ic, social
and environmental  problems and is representat ive of ineffi cient  resource use. Recycl ing
technology, and profi t  from the resale of recycled mater ials, are improving and this is to be
encouraged. More important , however, is the encouragement of avoiding waste as wel l as reducing
and reusing at  both the manufactur ing and consumer levels. A comprehensive waste reduct ion
strategy should be developed addressing each stage of the product ion and consumpt ion cycle.

When i t  comes to implement ing the strategy Governments have largely rel ied on voluntary
measures, which have proved insufficient, par ticularly as far  as the industrial  sector is concerned.
We are proposing legal  measures as wel l as economic incentives to encourage waste minimisation.

5.2 Goal s

The disadvantages of landfil l  disposal of waste are obvious to most people. The loss of var ious
resources is accompanied by water  pol lut ion, odour and vermin. We support  measures that  wi l l
reverse such a procedure. We want to be par t  of bui lding a society where:

a) individuals are aware of the importance of reusing whatever  can be reused and refusing
whatever  wi l l  eventual ly go to landfi l ls when another  choice is avai lable;

b) manufacturers move towards a whole l i fe cycle approach to resource management and
ult imately toward closed loop product ion systems;

c) in the shor t  term, levies are imposed on non-recyclable containers and other  plast ic and
metal  i tems, with a view to the long-term phase-out  of these i tems;

d) mater ial  that  can be recycled is col lected and then actual ly used in the product ion of new
goods; and

e) departments, offices and pr ivate ci t izens are given financial  incent ives to use recycled
mater ial  and disincent ives against  their  use are examined.

5.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

5.3.1 Non-Recycl abl es

We wi l l  support  the phasing out  of non-recyclable plast ics through var ious means, including
the imposit ion of levies on their  use.

5.3.2 Encour agi ng Reuse of  Con tai ner s

We wi l l :

a) propose container  deposi t  legislat ion to encourage the reuse of glass containers; and

b) propose a levy on disposable plast ic carry bags in shops; this is to be paid by the customer,
as a means of discouraging wasteful  plast ic packaging as wel l as for  encouraging recycling
of old bags.

5.3.3 I ncr easi ng Recycl i ng

We wi l l :

a) ensure the Government gives preference in purchasing contracts to recycled products or
products that  can be re-used (for  example, recycled paper and the re-fi l l ing of computer
pr int ing car t r idges). The prefer red purchasing wi l l  be extended to low energy rated
products such as equipment that  has energy saving features;

b) propose mandatory recycl ing of waste paper from Government departments and other
big paper users;

c) invest igate what happens to mater ial  col lected as recyclables to ensure they are in fact



being recycled;

d) propose special  faci l i t ies for  the col lect ion of heavy metals contained in fluorescent tubes
and non-rechargeable bat ter ies;

e) implement a levy for  non-rechargeable bat ter ies to make rechargeable bat ter ies more
cost  compet i t ive; and

f) propose the establ ishment of tyre recycl ing faci l i t ies.

5.3.4 Compost i ng

We wi l l :

a) encourage home compost ing;

b) support  local  Government provision of compost ing bins both for  col lect ion and for  on-si te
usage; and

c) examine mechanisms for  removing disincent ives.

5.3.5 D i sposal  of  H ar mfu l  Substances

We wi l l

a) support  measures to col lect , and whenever possible recycle, mater ial  for  which dumping
can be harmful  to fauna or  flora;

b) work to establ ish a Nat ional  Waste and Pol lut ion Inventory and legislat ion requir ing
companies to repor t  any roxic substances released into air, soi l  or  water, wi th detai ls
about when, where and how emit ted. The data base should be accessible to the publ ic;
and

c) require industry to work towards el iminat ion of toxic waste.

AGRI CULTURAL  PRODUCTI ON AND QUAL I TY CONTROL

6.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our pol icy for  land management and agr icul ture is based on:

a) recognising the need for  flexibi l i ty and diversi ty in agr icul ture for  environmental  and
economic reasons;

b) recognising the central role of ecological ly sustainable agr icul tural product ion to regional
economies and the nat ion;

c) pr event i ng signi f i cant  or  last ing negat ive impacts on soi l  and wat er  qual i t y and
biodiversi ty;

d) recognising India’s nat ional  and internat ional  moral  responsibi l i t ies as a food producer ;

e) support ing t rading pat terns and local  controls which enable environmental  and food
qual i ty standards to be maintained and improved; and

f) concern for  the welfare of animals used in agr icul ture.

6.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) bui ld on par t icipatory processes which improve land and water  catchment management;

b) ensure that  economic viabi l i ty does not  force exploi tat ion of labour;

c) ensure that  agr icul ture takes ful l  account of the need for  water  management as an input
to farming and as a resource vi tal  to others;

d) encourage forms of pr imary product ion and rural  land-use that  conserve soi l  and water,
maintain biodiversi ty, and use minimal amounts of non-renewable energy, agrochemicals
and water ;



e) encourage the development of value-adding and qual i ty agr icul tural  products;

f) encourage agr icul tural  systems, enterpr ises and processes which are resil ient  and diverse;

g) introduce pol icies to reverse land degradat ion (erosion, sal ini ty, acidi ficat ion, nutr ient
loss, soi l  st ructural  decl ine, loss of nat ive vegetat ion) and ensure that  land management
pract ices are compat ible with programmes to restore degraded ecosystems and habitat ;

h) reduce the dependence of agr icul ture on chemicals, and provide accurate informat ion
about them to farmers and consumers;

i ) ensure that  the use of genet ic engineer ing is str ict ly control led, par t icular ly the t ransfer
of genet ic mater ial  between species, wi th the onus of proof on the proponent;

j) require food that  has been produced as a resul t  of genet ical  engineer ing to be label led
accordingly;

k) improve the welfare of animals used in agr icul ture;

l ) ensure that  responsibi l i ty for  sustainable land management is shared by businesses which
process and sel l  produce, or  supply inputs, and by consumers, as wel l  as by landholders
and al l  levels of Government;

m) encourage systems which maintain social ly and economical ly diverse and vibrant  rural
communit ies;

n) encourage the revi tal isation of rural  companies and ensure adequate services for  physical
and social  needs;

o) provide for  par t i cipat ion in planning and implement ing st rategies for  ecological ly
sustainable agr icul tural  product ion;

p) faci l i tate dialogue between convent ional  and modern farmers to assist  the exchange of
land management ski l ls;

q) move towards regional levels of planning and organisation for the management of natural
resources;

6.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We are working to establ ish a clear  regulatory environment for  agr icul tural  businesses,
through national legislation, complemented by state and/or  local provisions. Areas to be regulated
include:

• clear ing, management and restorat ion of nat ive vegetat ion;

• importat ion, propagat ion and movement of exot ic plants and animals; and

• mandatory not i ficat ion, assessment and monitor ing of al l  genet ic engineer ing proposals,
including environmental  impact assessment.

We wi l l  work to:

a) int roduce enforceable nat ional  standards for  the l icensing and use of agr icul tural
chemicals. Such standards shal l  be compat ible with or  bet ter  than the most r igorous
standards for  speci fic chemicals with related use-paths elsewhere in the wor ld;

b) ensure the adopt ion of nat ional , legally enforceable codes of pract ice to ensure that animals
used in agr icul ture have the abi l i ty to sat isfy their  natural  physical  and behavioural
needs;

c) target  direct  funding and other  forms of economic assistance to enhance achievement of
ecological ly sustainable land management;

d) propose changes in the taxat ion structure for  chemical  fer t i l isers and pest icides with the
aim of support ing a change to ecological ly sustainable farming methods. Levies on these
products wi l l  be redistr ibuted to the farming community through educat ion, informat ion
and other  appropr iate programmes on integrated and non-chemical  pest  management
and sustainable farming pract ices;



e) systemat ical ly and regular ly review the efficacy of exist ing agr icul tural  assistance as
wel l  as rural  land management programme;

f) signi ficant ly enhance funding for  research and programme which provide control  of
environmental  weeds and environmental ly sound and humane methods for  control  of
feral  animals;

g) monitor  land degradat ion and biodiversi ty on rural  pr ivate land at  a nat ional  level ;
h) ini t iate a comprehensive, uni form nat ional  mapping of land systems and biota, and their

condit ion, as a base for  prepar ing regional plans for  sustainable land management;
i ) ensure comprehensive review and restructur ing of the ar id lands pastoral  industry;
j) propose research, promot ion and t raining in farm pract ices including effect ive forms of

biological  pest  control  that  reduce the use and impact of chemicals;

k) immediately t ransfer  responsibi l i ty for  land protect ion to the Environment por t fol io; and

l) implement an act ion plan for  the ret i rement and/or  conservat ion covenant ing of land
deemed ecological ly unsui ted to cont inuing agr icul tural  use, or  of signi ficant  ecological
value.

I NDUSTRI AL  DEVEL OPM ENT AND ENTREPRENEURSH I P

7.1 Pr i nci p l es

We hold that :

a) India must find creat ive solut ions to the urgent global  problem of developing products
and processes to meet an increasing populat ion’s mater ial  needs whi le protect ing the
natural  envi ronment  on which al l  economic act ivi t y and social  wel l -being ul t imately
depends;

b) Governments should provide a clear  nat ional  regulatory framework for  environmental
protect ion, and adjust  economic incent ives accordingly, to encourage industry to commit
to major, long-term ecological ly sustainable projects;

c) strong regulat ion can assist  business to become more compet i t ive;

d) Governments should play an act ive role both in mediat ing negat ive social  and economic
effects which may resul t  from a shi ft  to ecological ly sustainable indust r ies and in
developing new opportuni t ies;

e) clean product ion technology which seeks to minimise potent ial  problems at  their  source
is preferable to cost ly and often ineffect ive clean-ups;

f) industry has a crucial  role in advancing sustainable development through the adopt ion
of appropr iate technology and pract ices;

g) industry can become more efficient  and compet i t ive by adopt ing Green object ives to reduce
raw mater ial  consumpt ion and reduce pol lut ion;

h) investment in educat ion and t raining at al l levels and maintenance of the nat ion’s research
faci l i t ies at  wor ld best  standards wi l l  provide the human and intel lectual  capi tal  required
to compete in high-ski l led, high value-added and innovat ive green industr ies; and

i) decisions relat ing to the impact of industr ial  act ivi t ies on the environment are complex
and must be supported by accurate, detai led and t imely data.

7.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) phase out  tax breaks, subsidies and other  Government pol icies that  encourage resource
waste, pol lut ion and environmental  degradat ion;

b) offer  posit ive incentives l ike tax deductions, rebates and enhanced depreciat ion allowances
to businesses invest ing in technology or  capi tal  expenditure which reduces resource use,



waste and pol lut ion;

c) phase in pr ice adjustments for  energy, water  and landfi l l  that  equi tably incorporate the
social , heal th and environmental  costs of product ion and use;

d) promote environmental  audi t ing procedures and best  pract ice management to ut i l i t ies,
Government enterpr ises and pr ivate sector  businesses;

e) encourage unions to pursue environmental improvement plans in the context  of enterpr ise
bargaining to enable al l  employees t o par t i ci pat e in and benefi t  f rom wor kplace
environmental  per formance;

f) press manufacturers to move towards a whole l ife cycle approach to resource management
and ul t imately toward closed loop product ion systems;

g) encourage industry to take maximum responsibi l i ty for  the reduct ion, sale or  recovery of
by-products so that  external  waste t reatment becomes the instrument of last  resor t ;

h) incorporate the pol luter-pays pr inciple into nat ional  legislat ion;

i ) assist  consumers to make environmental ly conscious evaluat ions of goods and services
by providing accessible, pract ical , comparat ive informat ion, including whole of l i fe cycle
assessments, and by fur ther  strengthening the Nat ional  Eco-label l ing Scheme to define
green products;

j) inst i tute preferent ial  purchasing by Governments for  so defined “green” products;

k) give top pr ior i ty to research that  faci l i tates the achievement of Ecological ly Sustainable
Development  (ESD), wi th par t i cular  emphasi s on energy savi ng technologies and
renewable energy sources;

l ) fund research into the l inkages between threats to biodiversi ty and ecological  integr i ty
and par t icular  industr ies or  industr ial  processes;

m) implement a nat ional  approach to environmental  monitor ing and repor t ing;

n) phase out  the exportat ion of toxic and putrescible waste to landfi l l ; and

o) encourage environmental  per formance report ing in account ing informat ion and company
annual repor ts. Guidel ines need to be establ ished for  environmental  data label l ing on
goods and services, including such informat ion as deplet ion of resources, emissions and
waste. Al l  spheres of Government should make mandatory the inclusion of environment
per formance and environment data label l ing in tenders from the pr ivate as wel l  as publ ic
sector.

7.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work to:

a) establ ish a National Ecologically Sustainable Industry Assistance Programme with funding
der ived from directed superannuat ion investment and nat ional  indust ry par tnership
funding;

b) announce a Sustainable Industr ies Plan, set t ing out  direct ions, targets, benchmarks,
t ime frames and funding;

c) establ ish uni form nat ional  environmental  regulatory standards for  air  and water  qual i ty,
including waterways;

d) establ ish uni form nat ional  legislat ion to ensure clar i ty and enforcement of environmental
protect ion legislat ion;

e) implement nat ional  st rategies for  the t reatment of hazardous and intractable wastes,
with appropr iate funding;

f) establ ish a Nat ional  Waste and Pol lut ion Inventory and legislat ion requir ing companies
to repor t  any toxic substances released into air, soi l  or  water, wi th detai ls about when,
where and how emit ted. The Inventory wi l l  include t ransfer  data (i .e. statutory author i ty



emissions such as sewage, waste, etc.). The data base wi l l  be accessible to the publ ic;

POPUL ATI ON EDUCATI ON AND STABI L I ZATI ON

8.1 Pr i nci p l es

Neither  the planet, nor  any country, can sustain cont inued human populat ion growth. Four
Earths would be required for  al l  human inhabitants to l ive i f populat ion grows as the present
rate. However, the relat ionship between people and environments is a complex one, not  reducible
simply to carrying capaci ty, but  mediated by economic, social, pol it ical , cul tural and technological
considerat ions. The Indian Government should consult  with the widest  possible range of interest
groups to arr ive at  a populat ion pol icy which respects human r ights.

The basis for  I ndia’s populat ion pol icy, both domest ic and global , must  be ecological
sustainabi l i ty, intergenerat ional  equi ty and social  just ice. A precaut ionary approach is required
in order  to take into account the consequences of human impact on the environment.

In order  to achieve a sustainable populat ion, act ion must be taken on consumpt ion levels
and technology use as wel l  as populat ion size. We must generate less waste and implement
technologies, such as those based on renewable energy, which are more environmental ly benign.

The consumption pat terns are contributing to global as wel l as to local environmental problems
and we have a responsibi l i ty to current and future generations to ensure that  we do not  knowingly
degrade their  wor ld. As Indians we also have a responsibi l i ty towards non-human species, many
of which have already become ext inct  or  endangered. Government pol icies and taxat ion systems
are tools which can be used to change consumpt ion pat terns over  the medium to long term, and
to protect  and manage ecosystems vulnerable to human act ivi ty.

India must contr ibute towards achieving a global ly sustainable populat ion and solving the
macro aspects of demographic t ransi t ion of civi l i sat ional  regions as par t  of internat ional
responsibi l i ty. We should set  an example by:

a) managing our  own populat ion growth in accordance with more equitable consumpt ion
patterns in relat ion to the internat ional  context ; and

b) redirect ing the bulk of aid towards eradicat ing pover ty and towards those programmes
which empower women.

In at taining a sustainable populat ion India must shi ft  i ts involvement in a compet i t ive wor ld
economy to a more cooperat ive, regional, sel f-sufficient  economy based on equal i ty and human
r ights.

8.2 Goal s

An Indian populat ion pol icy should consider  the distr ibut ion of human set t lements rather
than just  concentrate upon populat ion size at  the nat ional  level . The cont inuing de-set t lement
of rural  areas must be considered in the l ight  of ecological  and social  sustainabi l i ty and effor ts
must be set  in place to reverse i t  in those areas where set t lement is ecological ly benign. The
ecological  and social  viabi l ity of ares expected to exper ience great  growth needs to be safeguarded,
and appropr iate planning processes set  in place. Human set t lements should be designed and
bui l t  to minimise environmental  and maximise social  wel l -being. Invest ing in the social  wel l -
being of the ent i re populat ion should be the main aim of Government, so that  there are publ icly
provided services of the highest  possible standard. These services should include educat ion,
infrastructure, heal th, employment and income support .

8.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  work towards:

a) ensur ing that  Indian fami ly planning programme, del iver  services in the context  of
reproduct ive health programme which increase the power of gir ls and women to determine



their  own reproduct ive l ives, and increase the understanding of men of their  reproduct ive
responsibi l i t ies

b) envisaging a market ing approach to fami ly planning pol icies.

c) evolving a new communicat ion strategy for  fami ly planning and populat ion control  for
reaching the diverse commit tees in di fferent  States and Union Terr i tor ies of India.

CONSTI TUTI ONAL  REFORM S

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We bel ieve that :

a) Par l iament is the central  author i ty of representat ive and responsible Government;

b) each person should have one vote, that  al l  votes should be of equal value, and that
propor t ional  representat ion best  reflects the wishes of the electorate in the composit ion of
Par l iament and State Assembl ies;

c) each ci t izen has both the r ight  and the responsibi l i ty to par t icipate in the processes of
Government;

d) I ndia’s const i tut ion and democrat ic st ructures should help to bui ld an ecological ly
sustainable and social l y just  society, wi th a global  consciousness and a long term
perspect ive;

e) India’s const i tut ion should express our  aspirat ions as a community and define our  r ights
and responsibi l i t ies as individuals and as members of the community, as wel l  as establ ish
the powers and dut ies of Government; and

f) India’s const i tut ion and publ ic inst i tut ions need some changed, which should be brought
about through an ongoing par t icipatory process.

1.2 Goal s

We propose that  the fol lowing areas be enshr ined in the const i tut ion more clear ly:

a) Civi l  and Pol i t ical  I ssues

• l i fe, l iber ty and secur i ty;
• legal recognit ion and equal i ty;
• vot ing and standing for  elect ion;
• pr ivacy;
• pol ice custody;
• that  relat ing to an al leged offender;
• standard of cr iminal  procedure;
• that  relat ing to the vict im;
• property;
• procedural  fairness;
• that  par t icular  to a chi ld;
• freedom
• of rel igion;
• of thought, conscience and bel ief;
• of speech and other  expression;
• of associat ion;
• to peaceful  assembly;
• of movement and residence;
• development.



• from discr iminat ion;
• from slavery; and
• from tor ture, exper imentat ion and t reatment;

b) Economic and Social  I ssues
• educat ion;
• adequate standard of l iving;
• work;
• legal assistance;
• freedom of fami ly structure; and
• adequate chi ld care.

c) Community and Cultural  I ssues
• l iving in a safe society;
• col lect ive and individual  development;
• cul ture;
• environmental  protect ion and conservat ion; and
• ecological ly sustainable

1.3 Shor t  Ter m Goal s

We wil l :

a) propose the development of an internat ional  Framework Convent ion on Sustainable
Development which is made more precise by the addit ion of protocols, for  example deal ing
with environmental  heal th and environmental  due process;

b) oppose at tempts to undermine the domest ic implementat ion of I ndia’s internat ional
obl igat ions ar ising from the rat i ficat ion of t reat ies, whi lst  working towards a process for
domest ic rat i ficat ion of internat ional  t reat ies;

c) support  the r ight  of people from the age of 16 years to vote and to hold publ ic office, in
recognit ion of the increasing awareness of and responsibi l i ty towards current  issues of
young people;

d) introduce rules such that  people who are found to have acted in a corrupt  way be barred
from ever  holding publ ic office again and as wel l , that  they for fei t  any superannuat ion
payments they may have made whi le holding that  office and that  they lose the r ight  to
any terminat ion payments for  which they would otherwise have been el igible; and

e) work for  appropr iate and adequate consultat ion to bet ter  gauge opinions on issues of
concern.

L OCAL  SEL F-GOVERNM ENT

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

We bel ieve that  fundamental  changes to the structure of Government are vi tal  i f we are to
achieve t rue democracy in this country. I f Government is to be of, for  and by the people, i t  must
star t  at  the local  level  and i t  is at  this level  that  the power must remain.

Whatever  the final  shape of the reorganisat ion of the Indian system of Government, we
support  the preservat ion of a system of local  Government which reflects the desire for  local
community ident i ty and sel f-determinat ion. We bel ieve that  power should reside in the most
local ised sphere of Government that  is able to deal wi th the issue.

2.2 Goal s

While we support  local  autonomy, we also acknowledge that  giving unbr idled power to local
counci ls could lead to fur ther  problems, especial ly i r reversible environmental  ones.



We propose:

a) a Code of Ethics and a Bi l l  of Rights and Responsibi l i t ies based on green pr inciples to
ensur e t hat , among other  th i ngs, l ocal  act i vi t i es ar e social l y advant ageous and
environmental ly benign;

b) a review of local Government electoral processes, with a view to recommending proport ional
representat ion;

c) a review of the revenue base of local  Government; and

d) better  coordinat ion with other  levels of Government to avoid dupl icat ion and unnecessary
waste of resources.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

In recognising that  local  Government must play an expanded and more autonomous role
whi le maintaining its accountabi l i ty i f we are to achieve a t ruly democrat ic system of Government
in India, we propose:

a) financial  support  for  those elected to local  Government, in recognit ion of the par t  they
must play in decision-making;

b) increased involvement of local  Government at  other  levels of Government;

c) that State of the Environment repor t ing include cr i ter ia for  measur ing the environmental
impact of developments;

d) that  those people who are found to have acted in a corrupt  way be barred from ever
holding publ ic office again and as wel l , that  they for fei t  any superannuat ion payments
they may have made whi le holding that  off i ce and that  they lose the r ight  to any
terminat ion payments for  which they would otherwise have been el igible;

e) that  local  counci ls require al l  new bui ldings, subdivisions and developments to conform
to Ecological ly Sustainable Development (ESD) pr inciples;

f) a regular  flow of informat ion to the community via community radio, newslet ters and
not iceboards t o give equal  voice to a range of i deas and to encour age communi ty
par t icipat ion in local  Government;

g) that  al l  spheres of Government take immediate steps to fami l iar ise al l  ci t izens with their
r ights and with al l  aspects of the present electoral  system; and

h) that  there be appropr iate and adequate consultat ion to bet ter  gauge opinions on issues of
concern.

COM M UNI TY PARTI CI PATI ON I N GOVERNM ENT

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

We are working according to these pr inciples:

a) the legi t imacy of community par t icipat ion in the making of law and pol icy should be
establ ished as an underpinning pr inciple of al l  act ions of Governments;

b) al l  individuals and community groups should be given the opportuni ty to par t icipate in
decisions which affect  them;

c) the contr ibut ion of diverse groups provides a valuable addit ion to avai lable informat ion;

d) the needs of future generat ions should be recognised in contemporary decision-making;

e) decisions should be made at  the most appropr iate level ; in some cases this wi l l  include
groupings not  current ly given decision-making status, such as the neighbourhood;

f) pol icies, st rategies and frameworks should be developed which enable civic infrastructure
to faci l i tate community par t icipat ion in the business of Government;

g) every effor t  should be made to give marginal ised groups opportuni t ies to be effect ively



involved in decision-making. This wi l l  entai l  longer  t imel ines and the introduct ion and
strengthening of community development pract ices. Outreach beyond wri tten submissions
and publ ic forum techniques wi l l  be required;

h) involvement in community consultat ions should be recognised as work. Support  should
be provided to community organisat ions to par t icipate in consultat ive processes;

i ) community par t icipat ion in decision-making should be an ongoing process, rather  than a
one-off event which leaves communit ies out  of reviews and changes to pol icies;

j) the abi l i ty of community groups and individuals to gain access to informat ion which wi l l
empower them to par t icipate effect ively is crucial  to meaningful  par t icipat ion; and

k) Governments, of al l  spheres, should produce and fol low guidel ines to ensure that  the
community representat ives whom they consult  on a day to day basis reflect  accurately
the views of their  const i tuencies.

3.2 Goal s

The fol lowing goals are set  by us:

a) In the long term, wherever  possible, decision-making should be based on bio-regional
considerat ions and pat terns of social  interact ion;

b) because of the importance of everybody taking par t  in pol i t ical  l i fe, the we wi l l  work for
the pr inciple that  leave without pay is automat ical ly granted for  anybody standing in an
elect ion for  publ ic office;

c) community services and local  environmental  pol icy should be provided by the closest
possible sphere to the consumers of the services;

d) the central  Government’s domest ic role should be to ensure equitable distr ibut ion of
resources and informat ion, to coordinate services which cut  across state boundar ies and
to ensure that  pr inciples of ecological  and social  sustainabi l i ty are fol lowed by local
Governments; and

e) less formal organisat ions at the level of neighbourhoods country towns, par ticular interests
and issues, etc, should have access to al l  spheres of Government through formal and
informal consultat ive and review procedures.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We set the fol lowing targets:

a) the move towards a new form of Government should be based on wide informat ion-shar ing
and consultat ion with al l  const i tuencies of India’s populat ion;

b) processes of pol icy review and decision-making by Government and i ts insti tut ions should
be made more open and accessible to the publ ic;

c) Freedom of Information legislation should be widened to make relevant informat ion more
accessible and to reduce the cost  of at taining informat ion by community groups;

d) those publ ic servants and journal ists, etc, who publ icise sensi t ive informat ion of benefi t
to the community should be encouraged rather  than disadvantaged for  effor ts to inform
the publ ic of act ions which are not  in the community interest ;

e) democrat ical ly const i tuted groups which work on behalf of the wider  community, or
ident i fied const i tuencies within i t , should be adequately resourced to enable them to
ful fi l l  their  funct ions;

f) consultat ive per iods should be wel l  adver t ised and of sufficient  length to enable al l  those
interested to par t icipate;

g) relevant documents should be avai lable in places accessible to al l  members of the publ ic;
shopfronts should be set  up for  this purpose;



h) public meet ings should be held at  varying t imes in appropr iate places to enable at tendance
by al l  affected. In many cases i t  wi l l  be important  to provide chi ldcare and t ransport , as
wel l  as access for  the disabled for  maximum involvement of al l  const i tuencies; in some
cases, i t  wi l l  be preferable to talk to people in their  homes or  habitual  meet ing places
rather  than to set  up a meet ing and expect  them to at tend;

i ) informat ion should be presented clear ly, graphical ly and free of jargon;

j) the development of a free-access ci t izen informat ion and governance par t icipat ion faci l i ty
on the Internet  should be promoted;

k) exist ing community networks should be ident i fied and strengthened through community
development.

ECONOM I C UNDERSTANDI NG

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We are commit ted to four  pi l lars of Green Economics:

1.1.1 Ecol ogi cal  I n tegr i t y

We affi rm the inherent  worth and interconnectedness of al l  l iving things. Biodiversi ty is an
essent ial  component of human welfare, yielding both ut i l i tar ian and existence values. The
intr insic value of biodiversi ty, in i ts own r ight , is also emphasised by us.

Society needs to uncouple the tradit ional  relat ionship between economic growth and increased
resource use, so that  i r reparable damage to nature is avoided and the deplet ion of the natural
resource base is slowed. The impact of economic act ivi ty must be kept within environmental
l imits, par t icular ly the capaci ty of ecosystems to process wastes.

Integrat ion of economic, social  and environmental  imperat ives must replace the narrow
pursui t  of economic growth as current ly defined. Many environmental  problems are global in
scale, therefore the maintenance of ecological  integr i t y requi res the adopt ion of a global
perspect ive.

1.1.2 Equ i ty

Social  responsibi l i ty impl ies that  people should contr ibute in propor t ion to their  abi l i ty and
resources, and that the community should ensure that no-one is forced to go without the necessit ies
of l i fe. The phasing out  of unsustainable act ivi t ies should not  fur ther  depr ive people who do not
have sufficient  means to l ive. These responsibi l i t ies apply at  the individual , local , nat ional  and
internat ional  levels.

In ensur ing equity within the current  generat ion, we must t reat  future generations equitably.
This impl ies sol idar i ty with depr ived groups in our  country as wel l  as with disadvantaged
count r ies and nat ions elsewhere. I t  also impl ies sol idar i ty wi th future generat ions. Each
generat ion should receive an endowment of social  and environmental  assets that  al lows for
human needs t o be met  and development  opt ions to be pursued. Because the negat i ve
consequences of human act ivi ty on the abi l i ty of future generat ions to meet their  needs are not
ful ly understood, the precaut ionary pr inciple should become an important  decision-making tool .

1.1.3 Empower ment  and Choi ce

Social , pol i t ical  and economic inst i tut ions must  al low individuals and communi t ies to
determine their  own pr ior i t ies, whi le ensur ing that  we have the abi l i ty - as a wider  community
- to meet our  nat ional  and internat ional  obl igat ions.

We also recognise that  the market  does not  provide sufficient  tools for  informed rat ional
choice which would maintain a long term perspect ive and lead to equitable outcomes.



1.1.4 Car i ng and Cooper at i on

The ful fi l lment of human potent ial  and the enr ichment of l ives are best  achieved by people
living and working together, and guided by common goals. These goals should respect and enhance
the integr i ty and diversi ty of human and ecological  communit ies and recognise their  global
l inkages.

Economic act ivi ty involves the cooperat ion of many di fferent  individuals and groups in the
product ion, distr ibut ion and consumpt ion of a wide range of goods and services. The focus of
act ivi t y should be on cooperat ion and oppor tuni t ies for  mutual  benefi t s, rather  than on
compet i t ion and control  that  typical ly benefi t powerful  minor it ies. Cooperat ive pr inciples should
also apply to the protect ion and management of the global commons and resources.

1.1.5 Pr ovi si on  of  Ser vi ces by the Publ i c Sector

We bel ieve that  a strong publ ic sector  is a prerequisi te for  a healthy civi l  society and that
some services, because of the community service obl igat ions required of them and the essent ial
nature of the services, should be undertaken by publ ic sector  agencies. Ownership by the
Government does not  preclude some such agencies being run on a corporat ised basis, but  does
mean that  ful fi l l ing of community service obl igat ions may mean that  their  profi ts would not  be
as great  as they would be without such obl igat ions. This reduced revenue is accepted as a
necessary cost  in a civi l  and equitable society. These community service obl igat ions may include
providing services at  reduced rates to the disadvantaged in society, for  example, the aged or
sick, and providing services to rural  and remote communit ies.

Such services, which are often natural  monopol ies because of the efficiency of having a single
or wel l coordinated distr ibut ion system, include, but are not  necessari ly l imited to, water suppl ies
and distr ibut ion, electr ici ty services, employment services, social  and cul tural  services, phone
and postal  services, educat ion, heal th, judiciary, town planning, environmental  management,
pol icing and custodial  services, the radio and television services, publ ic t ransport  and interstate
rai l  services, nat ional  parks, and defence. Of course publ ic services should cont inue to provide
and to extend i ts services to the publ ic and to the Government execut ive, wi th increased publ ic
involvement in Government decision making and provision of services as an important mechanism
for  ensur ing the appropr iateness and effect iveness of Government pol icies and act ion.

1.2 Goal s

We aim to:

a) keep natural  monopol ies and other  essent ial  publ ic services under publ ic ownership and
re-establ ish such ownership as necessary;

b) ensure the level  of services in rural  and remote communit ies is, as far  as pract icable,
comparable with those provided in metropol i tan areas and such as to ensure the vi tal i ty
and strengthening of rural  communit ies and the qual i ty of l i fe in those communit ies.

At  a nat ional  level  we should be working towards a sustainable society in which qual i ty of
l i fe is considered to be of the utmost importance. To this end, pol icy pr ior i t ies are:

a) bet ter  distr ibut ion of work and income;

b) a more equitable taxat ion system; and

c) an improved social  safety net .

An imperat ive is the adopt ion of a set  of pol icy guidel ines for  the cost ing of environmental
impacts and for  the movement of the economy towards the sustainable use of India’s renewable
resources.

We support  cont inued publ ic ownership and control  of publ ic sector  enterpr ises especial ly
services such as power, water  and telecommunicat ions.



At the same t ime, we emphasise the importance of an internat ional  approach to addressing
social  and environmental  problems. Global cooperat ion must be directed at :

• implement i ng t he pr inci pl e of  in t ergener at i onal  equi ty in consider ing social  and
environmental  condit ions;

• br inging an end to the profl igate use and pol lut ion of the unpr iced global  commons
(atmosphere and oceans), and scarce resources; and

• addressing the problems of pover ty and imbalance in resources.

At the same t ime, however, it  is recognised that  nat ional  sovereignty is important in enabl ing
effect ive global cooperat ion.

1.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We are commit ted to the fol lowing:

a) the abandonment of economic growth (as convent ionally measured), as the pr incipal index
of welfare, in favour  of al ternat ive indices, to be developed and integrated at  nat ional ,
state and regional level , and that  regular ly show:

• changes in the qual i ty of l i fe of the populat ion;
• changes in the distr ibut ion of income and wealth; and
• changes in inventor ies and flows of environmental  resources.

b) the adopt ion of taxat ion pol icy as a pr incipal  tool  for  achieving sustainable economic
development.

c) focusing on taxing natural  resources (ecological  taxes) as a necessary departure from the
emphasis on the taxing of incomes and labour. These pol icies include:

• the internal isat ion of the massive external  costs associated with India’s indust r ial
economy; and

• the need for  a fair  dist r ibut ion of nat ional  income and wealth.
d) the target ing of spending pol icies to:

• meet the basic needs of al l  Indians;
• provide incent ives for  the subst i tut ion of renewables for  non-renewable resources;
• support  the restructur ing of industry; and

e) that  t rade, and t rade agreements, entered into by India, are subject  to the pr ior i t ies of
human welfare and ecological  sustainabi l i ty.

TAX REFORM S

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

Our taxat ion pol icies const i tute an integral  par t  of economic pol icies. We cal l  for  the Indian
Government to focus on par t icular  pr inciples to guide taxat ion pol icies:

a) the need for  a fair  dist r ibut ion of nat ional  income and wealth;

b) the fact  that  environmental  resources are community resources;

c) the adopt ion of incent ives for  sustainable use and penalt ies for  unsustainable use of
natural  resources;

d) adequate provision of resources for  publ ic services;

e) the support  of ful l  employment,

f) the double benefi t  of reducing taxes on labour and increasing taxes on resource use and
pol lut ion; and

g) the discouragement of speculat ion.



2.2 Goal s

We aim to use taxat ion as an efficient  tool  for  achieving object ives relat ing to social  equi ty
and environment. This can be carr ied out  ei ther  by using tax revenue to finance beneficial
reforms or  by applying taxat ion as a steer ing instrument in i tsel f.

I t  should be a responsibi l i ty of the Government to educate the community about the social
benefi ts of the taxat ion system and the cit izens’ responsibi l i ty to contr ibute through the taxat ion
system.

2.2.1 Taxat i on  as a Revenue I nst r ument

We reject  the regressive fiscal  pol icies of the old par t ies. We see fiscal  pol icy playing a vi tal
role in reconstruct ing the Indian economy on a social ly and environmental ly sustainable basis.
I t  is important  that  the revenue share of Gross Domest ic Product  (GDP) is raised.

Our fiscal  pol icy aims to raise a sufficient  revenue base to:

a) create a sustainable economy with appropr iate levels of development in environmental ly
sound industr ies;

b) create sustainable communit ies based on pr inciples of social  just ice, and ensure equal
access to community services such as schools, adequate health care, safe streets and rel iable
publ ic t ransport ;

c) provide a strong financial  basis for  effect ive management of publ ic sector  expenditure
and debt;

d) provide revenue for  a budget that  can sustain healthy programme for  third wor ld aid and
for  nature conservat ion; and

e) pr ovi de a pl at for m for  et h i cal  capi t al  i nvest ment  i n communi t y ameni t i es and
infrastructure.

2.2.2 Taxat i on  as a St eer i ng I nst r ument

A Green economy impl ies that  taxat ion be used as a steer ing instrument in the fol lowing
ways:

a) ecological  taxat ion for  the protect ion of nature so that  our  generat ion can leave a healthy
ecological system to future generat ions. The tax system should encourage environmentally
posi t ive behaviour  and penal ise environmental ly destruct ive behaviour. I t  should provide
incent ives for  sustainable use of natural  resources;

b) progressive taxat ion as par t  of a pol icy for  nat ional  equi ty;

c) the burden of taxat ion should be levied on the consumpt ion of scarce mater ial  resources
and financial  speculat ion rather  than on labour;

d) tax should provide a mechanism to l imit  foreign debt and foreign speculat ion; and

e) tax should encourage domest ic savings, employment and product ive investments.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  support  tax increases sufficient  to support  a strong budget with environmental  and
social  goals.

2.3.1 Per sonal  I ncome Tax

Marginal tax rates for  individual  income earners need to be made more progressive. At present,
the tax payers on low to middle incomes pay more tax in propor t ion to their  income then people
on high incomes having a fair ly bet ter  knowledge and planning ski l ls for  tax savings. This is not
favourable for  the major i ty of Indians.

We recognise that  the taxpayers have not  been general ly responsible for  the avoidance of tax



which has led to the erosion of India’s revenue base.

We also bel ieve that  the number of tax payers can increase exponent ial ly i f proper  educat ion
regarding paying income tax is provided to al l  persons having some earning. This includes
individuals, business organisat ions incorporat ing propr ietary, par tnership, cooperat ive, pr ivate
as wel l  as publ ic l imited companies. There should be simple procedures for  paying income tax so
t hat  anybody can put  t he r i ght  amount  of tax i n t he Gover nment ’s bank  accounts for
developmental  work. People have a fear  that  i f they pay income tax even at  the standard slab
fixed by the Government, they wi l l  be harassed by the tax author i t ies and that  they wi l l  have to
pay more taxes in the long run.

2.3.2 I ndi r ect  Taxat i on  Refor m

We propose a reform to improve the exist ing sales tax system so as to:

a) incourage more efficient  resource use eg. by the reuse of mater ial  and equipment;

b) increase the efficiency and t ransparency with an emphasis on taxes with an ecological
component; and

c) make taxat ion more progressive through higher  rates for  luxury i tems;

2.3.2 Eco-taxes

We regard ecological  tax reform as the key element of a tax reform package.

Eco-taxes seek to incorporate the costs of resource use and disposal into pr ices to encourage
efficient  resource use and to reduce pol lut ion.

We support the introduction of eco-taxes, although we acknowledge the fact  that environmental
values cannot be reduced rupees and paise alone.

Eco-taxes aim to address:

1. the problem of many resources being consumed at  an alarming rate; and

2. the problem of increasing pol lut ion, causing deter iorat ion of air, water  and soi l .

We bel ieve that  the appl icat ion of appr opr iate tax rates and t ax mix wi l l  encour age
intergenerat ional  equi ty.

We wil l  work to develop a package of levies to provide incent ives and penalt ies for  individuals
and industry, to encourage the adopt ion of waste minimising technologies and the product ion of
recycled and recyclable goods. These include:

a) resource levies to be appl ied to pr imary commodit ies including minerals, coal  and t imber.
Those levies should be calculated on volume of resource extracted rather  than on profi ts
somet imes generated;

b) levies on the extract ion of forest  and water  resources to reflect  their  cr i t ical  environmental
values as wel l  as other, including intr insic, values;

c) pol lut ion levies on the emission of poisonous substances such as sulphur  dioxide, ni t rogen
oxides and heavy metals into the environment;

We wi l l  also

a) offer  tax incent ives for  the t ransi t ion to non-pol lut ing processes and technologies;

b) el iminate subsidies and tax exemptions for ecological ly damaging activit ies such as resource
consumpt ion and pol lut ion; and

c) ensure that  ecotax revenues are used to offset  taxes on labour in order  to maximise the
double dividend obtainable from ecological  tax reform and encourage employment and
product ive investment.



2.3.3 Tr anspor t

We wi l l :

a) work towards a change of the current  indirect  tax system for  cars and t rucks to favour
more energy-efficient  vehicles;

b) propose changes to the system of fr inge benefi ts taxat ion so that  dr iving of employer
provided vehicles is appropr iately and equitably taxed;

c) propose a shi ft  of charges for  motor  vehicle registrat ion and compulsory third par ty
insurance to a fuel  tax, so that  car  owners only pay in relat ion to the amount of t ravel l ing
they do, with compensat ion to be assessed on the basis of income and place of residence;
and

d) maintain excise on fuels but  substant ial ly reduce the rebates to the mining and forestry
industr ies.

2.3.4 Ener gy

We wi l l  propose changes in the taxat ion structure in the energy sector  to support  the aims
descr ibed in the Energy pol icy framework.

a) improve and expand publ ic t ransport ;

b) develop al ternat ive energy techniques such as solar  thermal power, photovol taics and
wind power;

c) reduce taxes, such as payrol l  tax; on employment;

d) compensate low income earners for  the regressive impact of the levy.

2.3.5 Agr i cu l tu r e

We wi l l  propose changes in the taxat ion structure for  chemical  fer t i l isers and pest icides with
the aim of support ing a change to ecological ly sustainable farming methods.

2.3.6 Ur ban  Pl ann i ng

The growth of our  ci t ies is often haphazard, wi th negat ive consequences for  people and for
the environment. We wi l l  support :

a) tax incent ives for  environmental ly-sound resident ial  developments; and

b) removal of hidden and expl ici t  incent ives for  urban sprawl.

FI NANCE, DEBT M ANAGEM ENT AND I NFL ATI ON

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

A deregulated financial  system is incompat ible with social  and environmental  sustainabi l i ty.
In order  to address social  and environmental  needs, the Indian Government must interact  wi th
the internat ional  financial  system on i ts own terms. This wi l l  require:

a) nat ional  economic sovereignty (ie democrat ic control  of the economy, not  market  control ;

b) domest ic funding of Government defici ts;

c) an effect ive system of foreign exchange management;

d) reduct ion in foreign ownership and debt; and

e) movement towards a sustainable financial  system which enables the real  economy to be
maintained decade after decade at  i ts full employment potential wi thout recurring inflation
and over-indebtedness.

3.2 Goal s

The object ives of the pol icy include:



a) reduct ion of foreign ownership of Indian enterpr ise;

b) more equitable employment and income distr ibut ion;

c) control  of interest  rates and debt;

d) low inflat ion;

e) ful l  employment underpinned by a Guaranteed Adequate Income;

f) wel l  funded publ ic infrastructure;

g) appropr iate economic monitor ing, measurement, and account ing pract ices;

h) reduct ion of pr ivate and publ ic sector  debt.

3.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

a) detai led monitor ing and regulat ion of foreign capi tal ;

b) investment of foreign capi tal  in import  replacement industr ies and enterprises consistent
with nat ional  environmental  and social  pr ior i t ies; and

c) str ict  monitor ing of expor t  and import  pr ices to reduce t ransfer  pr icing by mult inat ionals.

We wi l l  support  the establ ishment and use of community control led investment faci l i t ies
which direct  investments to el iminate rel iance on foreign borrowings by both the publ ic and
pr i vat e sect or s. I nvest ment s i n  et h i cal  ent er pr i ses whi ch emphasi se bot h  soci al  and
environmental  sustainabi l i ty wi l l  be encouraged. We wi l l  explore a range of opportuni t ies to
assist  these measures and support :

a) campaigns encouraging ci t i zens and organisat ions to place thei r  savings in ethical
investment organisat ions;

b) the r ight  of credi t  cooperat ives to invest  in product ive enterpr ises;

3.3.4 I n f l at i on

We will  support  disaggregating the causes of inflat ion so that  dist inctions can be made between
cost  increases which are social ly and environmental ly beneficial , such as including the real
costs of natural  resources l ike water, and those which are not .

GL OBAL  TRADI NG AND I NVESTM ENT REL ATI ONS

4.1 Pr i nci p l es

4.1.1 Obj ect i ves

We support  a pol icy of managed internat ional  t rade and foreign investment based on the
general  recognit ion that  nat ion states have a r ight  and a duty to ensure that  their  consumpt ion
and product ion, including both imports and exports, is sustainable.

These pr inciples, which are fundamental ly di fferent  to the those of the proposed Mult i lateral
Agreement on Investment (MAI), require that  international  t rade and foreign investment support
the fol lowing object ives:

a) protect ing local  employment and labour condit ions;
b) reducing economic and pol i t ical  vulnerabi l i ty;
c) endouraging diversi ficat ion of industry;
d) permit t ing the development of local  technologies; and
e) protect ing the environment.

4.1.2 Benef i t s of  Tr ade

We recognise that  foreign t rade and investment are beneficial  in terms of:

a) t ransferr ing ski l ls and technology not  normal ly avai lable in an economy;



b) al lowing the importat ion of st rategic goods and services;
c) encouraging innovat ion and the adopt ion of new pract ices and higher  standards;
d) encouraging efficiency through the adopt ion of ‘internat ional  best  pract ice’ and the

importat ion of technology which makes the local  product ion of new goods and services
possible; and

e) giving developing count r ies in par t i cular, fai r  opportuni ty to t rade with developed
countr ies.

4.1.3 Pr obl ems wi th  Tr ade

We, however, are wary of the possible negat ive influences of poor ly regulated foreign t rade
and investment such as the Mult i lateral  Agreement on Investment (MAI ) which may include:

a) loss of nat ional  economic sovereignty, par t icular ly with regard to employment, taxat ion,
inflat ion, tar i ff and wages pol icy;

b) a reluctance by nat ions to take uni lateral  environmental  ini t iat ives for  fear  that  they
might unduly erode a nat ion’s economic compet i t iveness;

c) making an economy less diverse and more vulnerable through encouraging i t  to special ise
in those industr ies in which i t  has compet i t ive expor t  advantage whi le abandoning those
industr ies that  cannot compete against  foreign imports;

d) erosion of local  cul ture in the face of imports that  have a strong cul tural  element such as
fi lms, electronic media, music and food;

e) forcing countr ies to adopt environmental ly unsus-tainable or  social ly unjust  pract ices
which damage the global commons in order  to be able to earn foreign exchange;

f) forcing many countr ies, including India, into ever-increasing foreign debt leading to
spiral l ing overseas interest  payments;

g) inducing a global increase in t ransport  use which is both inefficient  and destruct ive to
the environment;

h) allowing transnat ional  corporat ions to increasingly dominate global t rade and investment
which in many cases is ant i -compet i t ive; and

i) leaving many developing count r ies at  the mercy of I MF and Wor ld Bank required
restructur ing, often resul t ing in social  polar isat ion.

We support  internat ional  t rading systems and associated inst i tut ions in which nat ion states
work to maximise global equi ty and ecological  sustainabi l i ty. We also encourage exchange which
wi ll  enhance the development of economies and societies that  are ecologically sustainable, diverse,
sel f-rel iant , and therefore less vulnerable to external  pol i t ical  and economic pressure.

4.2 Goal s

We recognise that  t rade and investment issues must often be dealt  wi th on a case-by-case
basis. Given the diversi ty of social  and environmental  costs and benefi ts that  can apply to each
t rade and investment  i ssue, and recognising the r isks and benefi t s of foreign t rade and
investment, we wi l l  pursue pol icies to achieve the fol lowing goals:

a) to l imit  trade in goods and services that are produced by methods that  are environmentally
unsustainable or  social ly unjust ;

b) to promote t rade associat ions and par t icipate in internat ional  t rading systems in order  to
enhance the achievement of this goal;

c) to increase India’s sel f-rel iance by l imit ing net  foreign debt and current  account defici ts;
and

d) to promote the regulat ion of t ransnat ional  corporat ions.

The achievement of these goals wi l l  be faci l i tated not  only through internat ional  t rade pol icy



but also by support ing the fol lowing shor t  term targets.

4.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

4.3.1 I n ter nat i onal  Con text

Internat ional  t rade and investment can be posi t ive in terms of countr ies benefi t ing from the
ini t iat ives and lower product ion costs of other  countr ies and general ly promot ing greater  global
cooperat ion, but they can be negative in terms of foster ing economic vulnerabi l ity and consuming
a large amount of global  t ransport  and communicat ions energy. Countr ies l ike India should
never  be isolationist in their  global  trade and investment pol icies and should always be prepared
to negot iate at  internat ional  forums. But countr ies l ike ours should not  negot iate from a posi t ion
of weakness; they should not  be so dependent on the global economy that they wi l l take whatever
terms are offered. Instead they should negot iate from a posi t ion of st rength where, i f needs be,
they can be economically sel f-rel iant . We bel ieve that  internat ional  t rade and investment should
always be t ransparent and ful ly accountable and should not  be control led by t rading blocks.

We also bel ieve that  internat ional t rade and investment should general ly be carr ied on within
a global environmental  imperat ive to make the consumpt ion of resources sustainable. Trade
l iberal isat ion should never  be al lowed at  the expense of the environment.

4.3.2 Fai r  Tr ade and Refor m of  the WTO

We support  reform of the Wor ld Trade Organisat ion (WTO) and the Internat ional  Labour
Organisat ion to ensure:

a) ful l  recognit ion of the overr iding necessi ty of environmental  and social  agreements;

b) the modificat ion of mult i lateral  t rading agreements to al low nat ion states to impose
internat ional ly acceptable environmental  and social  pract ices;

c) the promot ion of moves at  the WTO and other  relevant organisat ions which increase the
food secur i ty of poorer  countr ies and help them stabi l ise and improve pr ices for  their
commodit ies;

d) the support  of poor  countr ies for  growing their  own food as a pr ior i ty over growing tobacco
and other  products for  expor t  to industr ial  countr ies;

e) t rade agreements on Intel lectual  Property Rights that  support  the r ight  of developing
countr ies to acquire the technology they need at  a cost  they can afford and receive fair
remunerat ion for  the genet ic resources found in their  ter r i tory or  developed or  conserved
by their  people;

f) a revision of WTO processes and procedures to ensure t r ansparency and include
part icipation by Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) as well  as other  representat ives
of civi l  society;

g) the encouragement of the use of counter-t rade in the form of swap arrangements between
two or  more countr ies that  do not  have sufficient  foreign exchange to pay for  imports; and

h) t he development  of  pr efer ent i al  t r adi ng stat us based on pr i nci pl es of  ecologi cal
sustainabi l i ty and social  just ice and aid.

We wi l l  also support :

a) a comprehensive ban on the movement of hazardous waste (including nuclear  waste) and
hazardous waste recyclables;

b) the development and t ransfer  of technologies needed to achieve this; and

c) a review of agr icul ture subsidies in developed countr ies, in terms of their  adverse social
and environmental  impacts on other  developed and also developing nat ions.

4.3.3 Tr ansnat i onal  Cor por at i ons

Transnat ional  corporat ions now control  about two-thirds of al l  internat ional  t rade and most



internat ional  investment and with the introduct ion of the Multi lateral  Agreement on Investment
their  power dominat ion would fur ther  increase. They have become a powerful  force in the wor ld
economy, and often play one country off against  another  to secure maximum financial  advantage.

We wi l l :

a) promote the regulat ion of t ransnat ional  corporat ions in terms of environmental  impact
and sustainabi l i ty, social  impact, labour relat ions and democrat ic par t icipat ion;

b) promote the import of only those goods from developing countries that  sat isfy basic cr iteria
of  decent  wages, wor k i ng condi t i ons, su f f i ci ent  food suppl y and envi r onment al
sustainabi l i ty in the country of or igin;

c) support  the prohibi t ion of the import  of goods that  are produced through the exploi tat ion
of chi ldren and;

d) invest igate means through which both the Government  and the Uni ted Nat ions can
improve the business pract ice of t ransnat ional  corporat ions including regulat ion through
ant i -monopoly legislat ion in India;

4.3.4 Nat i onal  Con text

We bel ieve that  the current  l iassez-fai re att i tude to internat ional  currency t ransact ions needs
to be reformed and that  the Government has a role in l imit ing nat ional  foreign debt for  having
a bet ter  image of India. Researches should be conducted with the help of universi t ies as wel l  as
inst i tut ions of nat ional  importance for  having a nat ional  pol icy of development without taking
internat ional  loan with a view to reducing the foreign debt. We wi l l  inst i tute an inquiry into the
means avai lable to achieve a regulated l imitat ion of the nat ional foreign debt which may include
the fol lowing:

a) t ighter  control  by the Government of India, including the establ ishment of an independent
regulatory author i ty that  would scrut inize al l  foreign investments with a clear  mind for
assessing such investments and their  di fferent  types of consequences;

b) the introduct ion of import  taxes and customs dut ies; and

c) work to be done at  the internat ional  level  to achieve reform of the financial  system;

H UM AN RI GH TS AND DUTI ES EDUCATI ON

1.1 Pr i nci p l es

We bel ieve that  i t  is essent ial  to:

a) ensure that  basic human r ights are respected in al l  countr ies;

b) avoid compromising on human r ights for  economic or  pol i t ical  expediency;

c) recognise democrat ic inst i tut ions as a fundamental  human r ight ; and

d) work towards the sovereignty and sel f-determinat ion of ent i t ies with histor ical , cul tural
and ecological  ident i ty.

1.2 Goal s

We wi l l  pursue pol icies that :

a) restr ict  cooperat ion with governing regimes that  violate human r ights;

b) act ively engage with other  countr ies to promote human r ights;

c) br ing diplomatic and commercial pressures on regimes that  violate human rights, to ensure
that  they respect  the basic r ights of their  ci t izens;

d) keep the interests of disempowered communit ies foremost in al l  deal ings with countr ies
in which human r ights violat ions occur ;

e) support  the end of colonial ism and press for  resolut ion of colonial  confl icts through the
UN framework;



f) develop a more dist inct ive and effect ive role for  the Internat ional  Court  of Just ice in the
field of human r ights; and

g) support , through the UN framework, democratic and economic reforms in countries coming
out of total i tar ian control .

ENVI RONM ENTAL  SUSTAI NABI L I TY

2.1 Pr i nci p l es

We support  the conservat ion of the Earth’s environment and i ts biodiversi ty, both as a value
in i tsel f and as essent ial  for  human survival  and happiness.

2.2 Goal s

We wi l l :

a) support  internat ional  and nat ional  moves to hal t  deforestat ion in India as wel l  as the
rest  of the wor ld and help reforestat ion; this involves both cessat ion of unsustainable
logging and more efficient  use of land for  human act ivi t ies by encouraging the reduced
consumpt ion of meat and dairy products, especial ly in the r icher  countr ies;

b) support  internat ional  moves to l imit  land degradat ion;

c) support  internat ional  convent ions to stop over-fishing in the oceans;

d) support  internat ional  moves to reduce pol lut ion of the seas and the atmosphere;

e) support  moves to end t rade in hazardous waste;

f) support  moves to end exploi tat ion of and t rade in endangered species;

g) support  the t ransfer  of environmental ly sustainable technologies to developing countr ies;
and

h) promote the establ ishment of an Environmental  Counci l  at  the UN with simi lar  decision-
making powers to the Secur i ty Counci l , but  deal ing instead with environmental  issues of
global signi ficance.

2.3 Shor t  Ter m Tar get s

We wi l l  support :

a) urgent measures to stop the exploi tat ion of rainforests, which has resul ted in both the
loss of a r ich biosystem and the displacement and possible ext inct ion of the nat ive peoples
of the forests;

c) effor ts to end the dumping of nuclear  waste in the oceans;

d) effect ive measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and use of ozone-deplet ing
substances;

e) legislat ion to require Indian companies, Government agencies and business enterpr ises,
operat ing overseas to observe social  and environmental  standards no less str ingent than
those required in India.

I NTERNATI ONAL  DEBT CRI SI S

3.1 Pr i nci p l es

We recognise that  repayments of past  loans have so outstr ipped new loans that  the net
t ransfer  of money is from the developing wor ld to the developed.

3.2 Goal s

We wi l l  intensively lobby to:

a) cancel al l  debts of developing countr ies;



b) achieve radical  reform of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund or  establish
a new internat ional  lending inst i tut ion that  would take over  the responsibi l i t ies of these
inst itutions, to be governed by a board with gender balance as well  as equal representat ion
from both developing country debtors and western lenders; and

c) encourage developing countr ies to pursue strategies of economic development which are
highly sel f-rel iant  and which pr ior i t ise the product ion of goods and services from local
sources.

PEACE AND SECURI TY

4.1 Pr i nci p l es

We are commit ted to:

a) developing fair  and just  internat ional  relat ions with other  countr ies, peoples and regions;

b) bui lding posi t ive peace into our  internat ional  secur i ty relat ions;

c) resolving confl ict rather than merely deterring war through the maintenance of t radit ional
mi l i tary structures;

d) ensur ing the greatest  possible t ransparency in India’s foreign and secur i ty relat ions,
domest ical ly as wel l  as internat ional ly;

e) working with individuals and organisat ions which openly and democrat ical ly work for
such an object ive at  a local , regional, nat ional  and internat ional  level ;

f) working towards a pol icy framework of sustainable internat ional  relat ions, strongly
suppor ted by nonviolent  strategies of internat ional  cooperat ion, confl i ct  prevent ion,
internat ional  mediat ion and confl ict  resolut ion, and which recognise the local , nat ional
and internat ional  dimensions of confl ict  in our  region;

g) capabi l i ty for  the foreseeable future, subject  to eventual  regional-wide demil i tar isat ion;

h) reforming the Indian Defence Forces to ensure that  they are t rained and equipped for
more sustainable nat ional  and internat ional  secur i ty roles aimed at  ensur ing peace; and

i) invisaging an ecological ly sustainable post  nuclear  “New Intenat ional  Pol i t ical  Order” on
the matr ix of Civi l isat ional  Homes (l i ke EU) superceding the present  nat ion - state
arrangement.

4.2.1 Wor k i ng towar ds Regi onal  and Gl obal  Demi l i tar i sat i on .

We wi l l :

a) par t icipate in global regime init iat ives to monitor  and reduce the manufacture and export
of biological , chemical  and nuclear  weapons technologies;

b) support a global nuclear weapons Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), with part icular
reference to nuclear  weapons test ing in the Asia-Paci fic region;

c) support  global  nuclear  non-prol i ferat ion, and comprehensive measures to dismant le al l
nucl ear  weapons and t hei r  t ar get  syst ems, t hr ough convening a UN-sponsor ed
Internat ional  Peace Conference on general  nuclear  disarmament;

d) support  a global ban on the mi l i tar isat ion of space.

4.2.2 Combat i ng the I n ter nat i onal  Ar ms Tr ade and Pr ovi si on  of  Mi l i tar y Assi stance.

We wi l l  support  pol icies to:

a) ensure that  India wi l l  not  produce weaponry or  components for  expor t ;

b) compi le a register  of al l  dual-use (civi l ian-mi l i tary) technology which may be exported
from India, and restr ict  the t rade with reference to a broad range of securi ty considerations
(such as the human r ights record of our  t rading par tners);

c) encourage other  states to phase out  external  mi l i tary aid in the Asia-Paci fic region;



d) end arms trade fairs in India and coordinate with neighbour ing states on similar  measures;
and

e) establ ish a real ist ic, comprehensive register  of the arms trade in the Asia-Paci fic region,
and work to develop alternative regional and UN-sponsored disarmament ini t iat ives with
a capaci ty for  binding ver i ficat ion.

4.2.3 Regi onal  Con f i dence-bu i l d i ng and Peace-bu i l d i ng

We wi l l  support  pol icies that :

a) develop regional secur i ty relat ions which bui ld peace and confidence, and work towards
resolving confl icts before they evolve into violent  internat ional  disputes; and

b) recognise that  the basis of regional peace and secur i ty is a sustainable framework of
human r ights protect ion and promot ion, just  and equitable regional t rade arrangements,
gener ous and appr opr i at e over seas ai d pr ogr amme and st r ong mu l t i nat i onal
environmental  safeguards; and

c) ensure that  the Asia-Paci fic states, and their  const i tuent  peoples, have open access to
dependable internat ional  legal  dispute mechanisms.

4.2.4 Regi onal  Con f l i ct -Pr even t i on

We wi l l  encourage:

a) the development of an inter-related set of global  secur ity campaigns through the Ministr ies
of Defence, Foreign Affairs and Educat ion;

b) effect ive diplomat ic intervent ion in potent ial  confl ict  si tuat ions, through India’s network
of  regi onal  dipl omat i c t ies, and through regional  inst i tut ions and the UN where
appropr iate; and

c) confl i ct -prevent ive peacekeeping deployments for  inter ceding in potent ial  confl i ct
si tuat ions, wherever  appropr iate, in the form of monitors, pol ice, aid and assistance
personnel or  peacekeeping forces, wi th al l -par ty support  managed through relevant
regional organisat ions or  the UN.

4.2.5 L i nk i ng Peacebu i l d i ng w i th  Peacek eepi ng and Peacemak i ng

We wi l l  support  pol icies which:

a) manage India’s foreign and secur ity relat ions in ways which recognise that  peacebui lding
and peacemaking are crucial  elements of any regional confl ict  management framework,
and that  peacekeeping has the potent ial  to operate at  an inter face between the two;

b) develop an integrated strategy l inking peacebui lding, peacekeeping and peacemaking
approaches to confl ict  management;

c) establ ish an appropr iate peacekeeping strategy to be developed both nat ional ly and
through the UN; and

d) respond to the urgent need to comprehensively develop internat ional  peacemak ing
capabi l i t ies, both in new regional inst i tut ions and through a reformed UN.

4.2.6 Sanct i ons En for cement  Act i on

We wi l l  work to ensure that  t rade embargoes:

a) are only conducted within a UN mandate;

b) are closely associated with an appropr iate strategy of confl ict  resolut ion; and

c) are r igorously enforced in order  to achieve their  goals as rapidly as possible.

4.2.7 Mi l i tar y En for cement  Act i on

We support  a comprehensive strategy of nonviolent  confl ict management as the most effective



means of promot ing peace and securi ty in the internat ional arena; in which mi l itary enforcement
action is only seen as appropriate in securing effect ive UN sanct ions against  states which seriously
violate internat ional  peace.

4.2.8 Establ i sh i ng an  Agency for  Mon i tor i ng Demi l i tar i sat i on

We wi l l  support  pol icies to:

a) establ ish an Agency for  Monitor ing Demil i tar isat ion.

• monitor ing and/or  coordinat ing regional arms control  and disarmament measures;
• monitor ing and combat ing the arms trade;
• monitor ing weapons test ing and mi l i tary exercises;
• coordinat ing regional arms conversion strategies; and

b) develop a cul ture of nonviolent  confl ict  management and peace educat ion throughout the
wor ld.

There are many more ideas and innovat ions avai lable with the Indira Gandhi Technological
and Medical  Sciences Universi ty, Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh and the same may be had and
exchanged / t ransferred by contact ing on the fol lowing address :

The Secretary to the Hon'ble Chancel lor
I ndi r a Gandh i  Technologi cal  and M edi cal  Sci ences Un i ver si t y

Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh -  791120, India
Emai l  : indiragandhitechmeduniversi ty@gmail .com

Email  : indiragandhiuniversi ty@gmail .com
24-Hours Helpl ine : 8794674651, 9774993810

PROGRAM M ES CONDUCTED AT I NDI RA GANDH I  TECH NOL OGI CAL  AND
M EDI CAL  SCI ENCES UNI VERSI TY, ZI RO, ARUNACH AL  PRADESH

The fol lowing job or iented and employment centr ic programmes are being conducted at  the
Universi ty :

Name of  t he Cour se Admi ssi on  and Regi st r at i on  Fee Tu i t i on  Fee Per  Year

1. ANM 13,500 62,700

2. GNM 13,500 75,350

3. DMLT 5,000 39,000

4. B.Sc. (MLT) 5,000 53,900

5. B.Sc. (MLT) Lateral  Entry 2nd Year 5,000 53,900

6. B.Sc. (MLT-DMLT Integrated) 5,000 42,000

7. Bachelor  of Physiotherapy (BPT) 5,000 59,400

8. BNYS 5,000 76,000



9. Diploma in Yoga Therapy 5,000 27,000

10. Cert i ficate in Yoga and Naturopathy 5,000 18,000

11. Post  Graduate Diploma in Yoga Therapy 5,000 35,000

12. BBA 5,000 31,900

13. B.Com. 5,000 19,800

14. BA 5,000 19,800

15. B.Sc. 5,000 29,000

16. BSW 5,000 29,000

17. BA (Physical  Educat ion) 5,000 29,000

18. MA 5,000 55,000

19. M.Sc. 5,000 55,000

20. MBA 5,000 52,000

21. M.Com. 5,000 55,000

22. LL.B. 5,000 45,000

23. LL.M. 5,000 69,000

24. Master  of Publ ic Health (MPH) 5,000 55,000

25. Master  of Hospital  Administrat ion (MHA)5,000 55,000

ADM I SSI ON :

Interested candidates are advised to send a request  let ter  through emai l  on the following address:

M s. Ar chana Si ngh
Officer  on Special  Duty

Indira Gandhi Technological  and Medical  Sciences Universi ty
Ziro, Arunachal Pradesh

Emai l  : indiragandhiuniversi ty@gmail .com
Email  : indiragandhitechmeduniversi ty@gmail .com

Mobi le : 8794674651, 9774993810

After  receiving the request  let ter  and the profi le of the prospect ive candidate, the universi ty
wi l l  forward the Admission Form to be fi l led up by the concerned and interested candidates.


